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Welcome to the 51st edition of the PhotographyBB Magazine. i realize 
that it’s been a rather busy month for many of us, and for the hobbyist, 
photography can sometimes take a back seat. the one thing i continue to 
learn is how important good time-management is for allowing us to enjoy 
life’s pleasures. sadly, i’m first to admit that i’m absolutely no good at it. 
But when i am, for me, it means more time to explore “creativity.”

Being creative requires a couple things to be both fulfilling and successful. 
Firstly, i believe that being creative requires a bit of “forehand” education or 
training. i mean, how can you take unique photos if you don’t know how to 

achieve certain results? secondly, i believe that being creative requires time - something many of us 
are finding that we have less and less of. time to explore, time to experiment, and time to think. Fear 
not, we’re going to try and kill both of those birds with one stone this month. With some excellent 
“how-to” articles, you’ll learn photographic techniques that will save you time in the field.

there’s a third factor that i believe holds the most importance - being exposed to a wide array of 
subject matter. one of my goals as the editor of PhotographyBB is to provide a range of topics 
for our readers as they relate to us as photography enthusiasts. We all have different technical 
abilities, tastes, and artistic preferences, and i realize that we’re not going to be able to please 
everybody. last month, we touched on a couple of fringe photography topics - blogging and taxes 
(in fact, we have a terrific follow-up on taxes this month too).  the point is, we believe that finding 
the inspiration to be creative requires exposure to new ideas. We want to take you ‘where no 
photography magazine has gone before...’ 

here’s where you come in. if you have an idea for a “side topic” that relates to photography, send 
me an email with your idea or article proposal. the wider we can expand on our range of topics, the 
more creative we can all become through that exposure.

thank you to all of our readers for continuing to support us by downloading our magazine, sending 
donations, and spreading the word. it takes a devoted team to publish each edition, and we’re lucky 
to have some of the best. For the wine drinkers, i recommend a good chianti (with rich undertones 
and a bold finish) to accompany this edition. For the rest of us - tea will hit the spot. enjoy Volume #51 
of PhotographyBB Magazine!

Dave seeram 
editor and Publisher

PhotograPhyBB online Magazine VoluMe FiFty-one
From the editor’s Desk
Thoughts on Creativity...
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Guest contributors in this edition:
Rodney Payne - “a Photographer’s guide to tax organization”
Brian Richman - “overcome Photographer’s Block”

DAVe SeerAm is the editor of the Photog-
raphyBB online Website, PhotographyBB 
Forums, and editor/Publisher of the Pho-
tographyBB online Magazine. Dave is also 
a digital photography and Photoshop en-
thusiast. 
PhotographyBB | twitter | Facebook

eVA POLAK is one of new Zealand’s leading 
fine art photographers. With her specialty 
in impressionist photography, eva is 
the author of two books and provides 
workshops on teaching creativity in fine 
art photography. 
Website | Books 

JOn AyreS is a digital photographer from the 
united states, now living in Moscow. he 
enjoys photography, writing, and history. 
Jon has been involved in writing, digital art 
and photography for over 30 years and is a 
published photographer and author.
Blog | Flickr | redBubble

HeAtHer BASHOw is a tech junkie from 
Kingston, ontario, and is obsessed 
with Dslr photography and software 
technique.  never without her camera by 
her side, she embraces all genres… but no 
rules.
Website | Books 

miKe Frye is a talented photographer as 
well as avid blogger, flickrite, and social 
networking guru. Mike loves sharing 
knowledge, and showcasing talented 
photographers through his photography 
blog.
Blog | twitter | Flickr

JAy LiVenS is a computer guy a heart who 
loves digital photography, working with 
linux, and running his own personal 
blog. Jay is our go-to guy for all things 
technical relating to digital photography 
and computers.
Blog | gallery | Blipfoto

BiLL mcCArrOLL is a passionate nikon pho-
tographer, web developer, and a technol-
ogy and camera gear addict pursuing his 
love for photography while supporting 
community activities as a volunteer. 
Blog | twitter | Flickr

JASOn AnDerSOn is an active photogra-
pher, shooting primarily with canon 
gear. his philosophy about photogra-
phy is learning through the sharing of 
knowledge, and enjoys both the art 
of photography as well as his written 
pursuits. 
Blog | twitter | Podcast

CHriS StyLeS (aka “nobby”) is our forum 
moderator. two years off retirement & 
proud grandfather to 2 boys, 4 girls, his 
interest in photography stretches back 
over 40 years, and really took off with a 
renewed passion since buying one of the 
first hewlett Packard’s digital cameras. 
chris now shoots with a nikon D700.

GreG mCCOmSey is our forum moderator. 
Born and raised in Pennsylvania, he now 
resides in ohio after serving 20 years in 
the us air Force.  greg enjoys photogra-
phy as a hobby and the continuing learn-
ing process that goes along with it. 
gallery | Flickr

ConneCt with the writers oF PhotograPhyBB
the Contributing authors

http://www.photographybb.com
http://www.twitter.com/photographybb
http://www.facebook.com/PhotographyBB
http://www.evapolak.com
http://www.evapolak.com/books.html
http://jondayres.blogspot.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jonayres
http://www.redbubble.com/people/bossman
http://www.deerhaven-photography.com/
http://www.blurb.com/user/store/ballybay
http://www.photocapm.com
http://twitter.com/fryeme
http://www.flickr.com/photos/photocap/
http://www.livens.org/
http://tmgphotos.com/
http://www.blipfoto.com/tmg
http://billmccarroll.com
http://twitter.com/BillMcCarroll
http://www.flickr.com/photos/billmccarroll/
http://www.canonblogger.com
http://twitter.com/cbjason
http://www.canonblogger.com/the-podcast/
http://gregmcc.smugmug.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35696215@N04/
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SHOOT+SHARE 
GETTING YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS 

OUT INTO THE WORLD
What is the point of taking 
photos if not to share them with 
our friends, our family, or even 
the world? To be successful, 
there are a few questions that 
need to be answered: Why 
should we be sharing our 
photographs with the world? 
Which photos should we be 
sharing? How do we find an 
audience and build a following 
to share them with?

shoot+share: getting your 
Photographs out into the 
World by Stuart Sipahigil, 
answers these questions 

and more. Stuart discusses strategies for sharing photos 
online and building an eager audience across venues such as 
Flickr, 500px, Google+, Facebook, your own website, prints, 
photobooks, and more. 

You’ll Learn:
- How to attract more fans, followers, and even buyers
- How & where to find the right audience for your photography
- Social media, sharing sites, professional hosting and more
- How to pick the right images to share 
- How to get help with editing

Craft & Vision provides exceptional photographic education at 
unbelievable prices (only $5 each). Bring your photography to 
the next level - today!

Get it Now! (PDF Format)

http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision/shoot-share/
http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision/shoot-share/
http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision/shoot-share/
http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision/shoot-share/
http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision/shoot-share/
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Photoshop Touch - Adobe’s recently 
released tablet version of Photoshop 
for iPad and Android. Designed to give 

photographers and image creators an on-
the-go solution for tablet editing of photos, 
Photoshop Touch is essentially a “Lite” 
version of the full-blown Photoshop CS. Let’s 
dive in and explore some of the features.

Built-in Tutorials

Upon launching the application, users 
are brought to the initial introductory 
screen where you are presented with the 
choice of beginning a tutorial or launching 
a project. These built-in tutorials are a great 
feature in learning how to accomplish the 

by Jason Anderson
Adobe’s forray into tablet-based image editing

Photoshop Touch
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most common types of 
editing one would expect 
to do with this version of 
Photoshop.

With a new “touch” 
user interface, there 
is naturally a small 
learning curve to get 
used to the operation of 
the software. It’s not the 
same interface as with 
Photoshop CS, and tools 
(and tool groupings) are 
completely different. 
The included tutorials 
are interactive and get 
the user accustomed to 
the new interface with 
relative ease.

The 13 built-in tutorials 
include things like: 
adding edges and borders 
and frames to photos, 
cleaning up backgrounds, 
cropping people out of 
photos, color replacement, 
working with layers, and a 
number of artistic effects. 
The tutorials themselves 
are excellent, and a 
recommended first-stop.  

This screenshot shows 
an example of the before 
and after results of the built-
in Pencil Sketch tutorial. 
Photo-artists will find 
great value in some of the 
artistic capabilities seen in 
Photoshop Touch.
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Importing Photos
Importing images into Photoshop Touch is relatively easy, thanks to some clever solutions 

from Adobe. There is an image import screen, full of options including: Importing images that 
are currently saved to your device (Local Photos), import from Adobe Creative Cloud, taking a 
photo with your tablet’s camera, Google search, and importing photos from Facebook. 

The Google import option is a unique way of bringing images into Photoshop Touch. 
Instead of connecting with Picasa (which is what you might think it would do), the app opens 
up a Google Image Search screen inside the app itself. Appropriately, this feature defaults to 
return images results for images that have been marked for reuse with modification. This can 
be changed via the search settings if you wish to return more results. Additionally, the other 
Google Image Search functions are included to help filter the search results by face, photo, clip 
art & line drawings, and color.
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When using Adobe Creative Cloud, images 
can be imported as expected. However, PSD 
files will only import as a single layer. This 
may be disheartening for some die-hard 
Photoshop enthusiasts, but it’s important to 
realize that Photoshop Touch is not intended 
to be a tablet replacement version of their 
full-blown CS suite. Another important note 
regarding Creative Cloud is that saved images 
(from your tablet) are not automatically 
uploaded to the Cloud. You must instruct 
Photoshop Touch manually to upload the file.

One notably missing option is integration 
with Apple’s iCloud, and also Dropbox. 
Perhaps there is room to include these with 
future updates, however, it will probably be 
unlikely as Adobe does wish to promote their 
own Creative Cloud service.

On my initial image edits inside of 
Photoshop Touch, I noticed that there are 
definitely some stylizing effects that could 
be useful for the creative eye, typical of 
what you would expect to see in a tablet 
version of Photoshop.  What I did not see 
though, was very much in the way of photo 
editing.  There’s no adjustment brush, 
and standard types of photo edits like red 
eye seem to be missing.  There is some 
potential there, including things like white 
balance adjustments, and perhaps with 
some detailed time spent, I may ramp up 

the learning curve enough to make this a 
decent photo post production alternative 
for in the field, although I don’t think it’s 
meant for that purpose.

User Interface

As mentioned, the user interface may 
require a bit of getting used to, but for the 
most part it is fairly intuitive. The upper 
toolbar that extends across the top of the 
display houses traditional “menu” items. They 
take a bit of getting used to, as they have 
been simplified into icons, and hold all of the 
menu functions we’re used to such as adding 
images, saving, copy/paste, select all / deselect 
(including Inverse, Feather, Resize…), Levels, 
Filters, and Image Resize options.

The tool bar resides on the 
left hand side of the screen, 
which includes the traditional 
selection tools, brushes, eraser, 
etc… 

The middle section of the 
display provides excellent use 
of a tablet screen’s real estate 
and leaves plenty of room for 
the actual photo itself.

Lastly, the right side of the 
screen houses the layers palette. 
This operates very similarly to the 
desktop version of Photoshop. 
To maintain maximum use of 
the display for the actual image, 
layer options such as opacity and 
blending mode controls are hidden, 
and are revealed by tapping the 
button next to the layer.

?
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Photoshop Touch is more a lite version 
of Photoshop, rather than something like 
Lightroom.  It’s not really a photo manager, 
there are no exposure adjustments, nor are 
there things that I would expect to see in 
a photo editor like red eye, noise handling, 
dynamic range adjustments, etc.  These might 
be obtained through more detailed edits, but 
I don’t see Photoshop Touch as something for 
the field photographer.  It’s more of a detailed 
sketchpad for the graphic artist.

One small gripe that some photographers 
will likely have is that currently, Photoshop 
Touch’s maximum image resolution is 1600 
x 1600 pixels. This is a bit small for working 
photographers, and perhaps this will be an 
issue that is addressed as tablet capabilities 
improve over time.

So the ultimate question remains: Is 

Photoshop Touch worth the $10 price tag?  In 
the app world, that is reaching a higher dollar 
value than most competing apps such as 
iPhoto or Snapseed. However, given the high-
quality capabilities that we’ve come to expect 
from Adobe, Photoshop Touch is absolutely 
worth purchasing.  Given the features that 
it does have, I can see the occasional need 
or use for a photographer.  In the event that 
you could also take advantage of the sketch 
and artistic features, so much the better.  For 
the price, and all things considered, this is a 
pretty solid “lite” version of the full Photoshop.  
It’s certainly no workflow solution, but 
definitely worth the time spent in it for 
occasional styling, edits, and quick touch-ups 
when you are on the go.

Photoshop Touch is available for iPad 2 and 
newer in Apple’s App Store, and is also available 
for Android tablets via the Android Market.

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Jason Anderson. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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the history of art and photography is one 
of artistic voice. It is not the history of 
who was most skilled at making things 

looks the most real. We remember great 
artists like Henri Cartier-Bresson, Edward 
Steichen, Paul Strand and Edward Weston 
because we are gripped by the truth and 
strength of these artists’ vision.

Finding your vision, your artistic voice, is 
a very personal journey. No one can show 
you what inspires you or tell you what to give 
expression to.

Finding your artistic voice is not about 
finding a style. When you find clarity in what 
you want to convey, style will take care of itself. 
Discover what fascinates you. Look for poetry 
of shapes, colour and light.

When photographing, try to have a clear 
idea of what you want to express – not in 
specific detail, but certainly regarding the 
general mood, light, pattern and structure of 
the subject. Take some time to understand 
what you want to say with your photography. 

Too often we get caught up in just pointing 
and shooting.

Because of our familiarity with our everyday 
surroundings, we often fail to appreciate their 
beauty. So start by studying your subject or 
your surroundings with an artistic eye. By 
doing so you will notice many subtleties of 
which you were not aware. One of the first 
things you notice is how light (and shadow) 
affects the appearance of different objects in 
a variety of ways. Light tells us so much about 
what is happening in the moment of time that 
we are photographing. 

by Eva Polak

expressing
  voiceyourartistic
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Remember each of us looks at the 
world and personally interprets what we 
see. In order to learn to see you need to 
develop a particular sensitivity and skill. 
Try not to focus too much on shapes or 
ideas that can be named. Instead, make 
your observations on the basis of the 
picture elements that not only form an 
image, but in fact, form everything that 
exist around us. A landscape can be 
divided into shapes, colours, textures, 
lines, etc. When you are able to observe 
the world around you in this way you will 
discover that your environment is a rich 
source of ideas to photograph, regardless 
how mundane it may seem to look at first. 

But there is another side of giving 
expression to your voice. That’s craft. 
You have to build your expression on 
the foundation of sound skills. No matter 
how lofty your vision, it cannot find 
wings without craft.

Many different working methods 
are possible in photography, and with 
experience it is possible to select those 
techniques that are the most appropriate 
for the subject matter and effects you 
have in mind.

Confidence in using a wide range of 
photographic techniques is something 
that you acquire gradually, as you gain a 
greater understanding of the medium and 
experience photographing various types 
of subject matter and capturing specific 
qualities and effects of light. In time, the 
choice and use of different techniques 
becomes an instinctive process. However, 
initially, as in all aspects of developing 
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individual ways of creating images, progress 
depends on willingness to experiment and 
commitment to practice and persevere.

Another interesting point about 
“technique” is that the success of an image 
is very much influenced by factors such as 
confidence, enthusiasm and how you feel on 
that given day. If you are feeling inspired and 
optimistic about an idea or a subject, you are 
more likely to photograph with confidence. 
This will be reflected in your images.

Finding your artistic voice is about who 
you are and who you are to become. It 
involves being curious, passionate and bold. 

Define your craft, vision and purpose. 
Good photography comes from inner 
strength, and from a desire to create 
something great. Allow yourself to be 
guided by your feelings, expression and 
intuition and you will see more clearly and 
gain depth and insights. Start your journey 
to becoming more creative and alive.

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Eva Polak. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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3 tiPs to helP you iMProVe your Portrait PhotograPhy

if you’re like me, you’re drawn to 
technology. It’s one of the reasons I 
was initially attracted to photography.  I 

love camera gear and the way it all works 
together as a complete system.  The 
challenges of making creative images help 
to refocus my left-brain paradigm, but my 
heavily analytical leanings inevitably steer 
me back to my geeky side.  I love machines.  
The metal that works together to do 
amazing things, most of which we take for 
granted.  I appreciate the brilliance that goes 
into the functional design of complementary 

bits that support one another, and the 
workmanship that goes into making them all 
fit together into a composite masterpiece.

I remember as a very young child, my 
father would point to a particular car and ask 
me if I could identify the make and model.  
Perhaps that instilled a habit that I carry with 
me today when I look at cars.  I am drawn 
to associate them with a manufacturer and 
know most by their model name, even today.  
In the UK, where I grew up, you can actually 
look at a license plate and know the model 

CARS
Shooting
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year from the plate number.  I still remember 
the plate number of our Volkswagen Beetle 
in Scotland, NGG 877F (the “F” classified it 
as a 1968 model car).  One of my favorite TV 
shows today is Top Gear on BBC.  Every once 
in a while I still find myself looking at old car 
license plates on that show, pointing out the 
year to my wife who humors me with a “that’s 
nice” sort of look.

Cars are one of those “it” subjects for me.  
Aircraft are another.  But the daily proximity 
and accessibility of automobiles makes them a 
ready and plentiful subject, so they’re easy to 
lean towards.  Part of the draw to photograph 
beautiful cars is knowing that I’ll never actually 
own any of these great machines.  I’m not 
sure I’d want to actually have to worry about 
all the maintenance and costs that go into 
them either.  I’m content to photograph 
them, and in a strange way, feel as though 
I own them through my images.  I can take 
them home through my photography and 
continue to appreciate them any time.  My car 
photography is the car collection I can’t afford.

Shooting cars is also a form of street 
photography for those of us intimidated by 
the thought of taking images of people.  Cars 
don’t look back nor will they ever have to 
be asked for permission when you point a 

camera at them.  Most owners will take it as 
a compliment if they catch you in the act of 
photographing their car.  They take pride in 
their car and appreciate it when others do too.  

Cars as Fine Art
A car show is a great opportunity to 

capture a wide variety of automobiles in a 
closed setting.  This particular show (featured 
in this article) was a mix of classic cars, show 
cars and custom conversions.  It had a back 
lot where people bring their favorite rides to 
show off and just socialize with fellow owners. 
There was also a swap meet where vintage car 
parts and other good stuff were on sale.  

I could have gone to this show with my 
DSLR, but instead chose to take along my 
Fujifilm X100 to get my shots.  The smaller, 
very capable Fuji X100 is a great companion 
for venues like a car show.  It’s light in 
weight so a camera bag and lenses won’t 
weigh you down.  The Fuji X100 is a fixed 
focal length at 23mm or a 35mm equivalent 
with the APS-C sensor.  I always appreciate 
the fixed focal length of my Fuji as both a 
challenge and a blessing.  The challenge is 
to capture the detail I want with a relatively 
wide focal length.  It requires you to move 
around to get closer or step back for really 
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wide shots.  The huge payoff is the quality 
of the images I can get with this Fuji X100 
lens.  It’s just an amazing camera that I’ve 
completely fallen in love with.  It has its 
quirks, but that’s a subject for another read.

The small size of this camera made it 
a breeze to get the shots I wanted with 
no fuss at all.  I had nothing heavy to lug 
around.  I did see a few photographers at 
the show with all the gear, including big 
camera bags, and in one case, a fellow was 
toting around a tripod.  I didn’t see a need 
for any of that, especially the tripod.  There 
were quite a few people at the show and I 
knew a tripod was only going to get in my 
way as I worried about tripping someone 
and getting in other people’s way.  There 
were some challenging light situations that 

would have been great for my Nikon D700’s 
low light capability.  With some careful 
settings to aperture, shutter speed and 
higher ISO, my indoor shots with the Fuji 
resulted in sharp and nicely exposed images.

Experiment with HDR
I even worked with my camera to get a 

few bracketed shots for later post processing 
as high dynamic range (HDR) images.  Not 
having a tripod, all my bracketed shots were 
handheld, but again, with some careful 
settings to lock down aperture, white 
balance and ISO, they were perfect for an 
HDR rendering.  I didn’t create a whole lot of 
bracketed images at the car show for HDR 
processing, only indoor shots where the 
dynamic range of the light was difficult. 

Hand-held, bracketed HDR shot to bring out more dynamic range in the lower-lit indoor environment.
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I have been going back and forth between 
Photomatix Pro and nik’s hDr efex Pro for 
my HDR processing.  I’ve found advantages 
in both programs.  I like how Photomatix 
Pro provides the capability to do some 
adjustments, masking specific parts of my 
bracketed images to eliminate ghosting 
caused by moving objects like people.  HDR 
Efex Pro also allows you to fix some ghosting 
and it makes HDR processing really simple 
and effective.  However, I find Photomatix 
to be more flexible and targeted, allowing 
adjustments in “lassoed” parts of an image.   

HDR is also a great shooting style if you’re 
looking for a grungy, edgy look for your car 
subjects.  There were a few old, unrestored 
cars at the show that looked great with a 
grungy rendering.  These weren’t shot as 

“true HDR” (bracketed exposures combined), 
but were processed in Nik’s Color Efex Pro4 
(CEP4), my favorite post-processing tool.

CEP4 provides an almost unlimited 
number of options to apply really cool filters 
to your photographs.  You can stack filter 
settings on top of one another to provide an 
almost unlimited number of post processing 
recipes that you can even save for quick 
application later. My favorite filter in CEP4 is 
the “Detail Extractor.”  Detail Extractor allows 
you to pull out the details subtly or you can 
take the filter to the limit and render a very 
edgy result that has that HDR look.

Working with HDR is a matter of personal 
preference, and I prefer to keep most of my 
HDR’s as natural looking as possible.  

https://www.plimus.com/jsp/redirect.jsp?contractId=1700300&referrer=photographybb
http://www.niksoftware.com/hdrefexpro/usa/entry.php
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This photograph (above) was OK as 
originally shot, but it was lacking in some of 
the detail and beauty I saw in this old Chrysler.  
Applying CEP4 filters including “Detail 
Extractor” pulled out some of the wood grain.  
Adding the brilliance and warming filter really 
made the wood pop too. This is my favorite 
shot from my day at the show.

Shooting Tips & Techniques
A key thing to remember as you shoot 

cars is to look for the special lines of the car 
itself.  Look with a designer’s eye.  Each cool 
car has a unique set of design features that 
set it apart from everything else around 
it.  Capture the essence of the car itself.  
Appreciate the details each car presents.  

The badges, grills, colors, door handles and 
chrome all offer subjects in themselves.  
Know that great car shots don’t necessarily 
have to capture the entire vehicle. Get 
close and see the art in each small detail 
that contributes to the overall beauty of 
the vehicle.  I can get lost in the intricacies 
of automobiles that I really love, especially 
custom cars and those from the days of 
excess chrome and mass.

Getting close is a key approach to 
shooting cars, and focusing on the details.  
Look for unique and special angles to 
shoot from.  Getting low to the ground and 
shooting upwards will emphasize size and 
mass against a high background, typically 
sky or a ceiling.  A secondary benefit of 

Nik’s Color Efex Pro 4’s “Detail Extractor” filter really brought out color and details in the wood grain of this car.

Getting close focuses on the intricate details that make each subject unique, while minimizing distracting backgrounds.
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shooting high to low is clean 
backgrounds. Gone are the 
crowds of people or other bits 
of clutter that deflect from your 
subject.  This is especially true 
at a car show where you’re likely 
to be around lots of people 
who share your appreciation for 
these works of art.  

I found these cars (right) in 
a little alcove all by themselves. 
There weren’t too many people 
around and I just waited for a 
while when folks did wander 
around the cars before taking 
my shots.  People don’t hang 
around for too long, they have 
lots of other things to see.  So 
picking out a nice background 
and just being patient will 
generally give you the shot 
you’re looking for eventually. 

I hope this inspires as you 
think about your next car shoot, 
whether at a car show or as you 
come across something that 
catches your eye on a photo 
walk.  Cars are great subjects to 
photograph, and when done 
well, can really be something 
you’ll treasure as a print on your 
wall.  Remember to look for 
details as well as shots of the 
entire car.  The details on old 
cars and custom show vehicles 
can be works of art all by 
themselves, worthy of your focus 
and time.  Shooting cars will also 
satisfy your left-brain appetite as 
you encourage and nurture your 
right brain creativity.

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Bill McCarroll. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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by Rodney Payne

growing The PhoTo-Preneur

i f you’re like me, when you started into 
the world of photography, you didn’t 
put much planning into your pictures.  

It was pretty much point and click, and 
the pictures reflected that.  Heads cut off, 
terrible lighting, complete disregard for 
composition... in other words, disorganized.  
But, slowly, I learned what makes a good 
photograph and I became more organized 
in my work.  Organizing your records for tax 
preparation is no different.  Although I’d still 
prefer to be outside this time of year taking 
pictures of the crocuses breaking through!

True story:  You know those big clear 
garbage bags you buy when you’re 
raking up the leaves on your lawn every 
Halloween?  I had a client who dropped 
off one of those bags stuffed with slips, 
receipts and bank statements for his small 
business.  Then he ran out of my office.  No, 
I’m serious  - he ran out of my office.  I called 
him up, a little incredulous, and asked him 
if he understood how much it was going to 
cost him for me to sort through the mess.  “I 
don’t care”, he replied, “All I know is I’m not 
doing it.”  

ORGANIZATION
A Photographer’s Guide
    to TAX
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Don’t be that guy.  Here’s how to get 
organized.  It will keep your accountant’s bill 
down, and it will assist your accountant in 
keeping your tax bill down.

Now is the best time to start organizing 
for 2012 taxes due in 2013.  Why?  Because 
right now, you’re ticked-off at yourself for not 
being organized last year.  Also, from my point 
of view, as a professional who assists people 
to wander through the tax minefield, I’ve 
noticed that the people who are prepared and 
organized tend to pay less tax than the people 
like the client I just told you about.  

The system that I prefer is quite inexpensive.  

All you’ll need is the following:

-  Adding machine
-  File folders
-  Folder caddy
-  Stapler

That’s it.  Total cost is probably around $75 
in the first year, and maybe $10-$15 annually, 
after.  Nobody ever has a problem with this 
part of the process.  The most common 
problem people encounter is: “How do I break 
down my expenses?” 

If you read my article in the last edition 
of PhotographyBB, you’ll remember that I 

With proper organization, even your tax files can be as beautiful as this flower! - Photography by Rodney Payne
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gave broad categories – business expenses, 
automobile, and home office expense.  This 
month I’ve gone into more detail.  You can 
visit the PhotographyBB Forums to download 
an excel spreadsheet that I have created.  It 
lists all of the common business categories for 
working photographers, including automobile 
and business use of home.  The categories 
listed are exactly the categories that Canada 
Revenue Agency uses.  Don’t worry if you have 
something that doesn’t seem to fit any of the 
categories provided – list it as “Other” and let 
your accountant worry about it.

Now take your package of file folders (I 
priced them at 100 for $9.99 plus tax).  Use 
one for each expense category in the Excel 
spreadsheet.  Keep the folders in the folder 
caddy and drop your receipts into them.  At the 
end of the year, go through each folder and 
add the receipts in each category (make sure 
to set the adding machine to run tape).  Staple 
the tape to the group of receipts, and bring it to 
your accountant.   It’s as simple as that! 

You can also add folders for the other 

tax info that you’ll accumulate 
during the year – medical receipts, 
charitable donations receipts and 
the like.

If you have a good relationship 
with your accountant, you might 
even be told to just record the 
totals on the Excel spreadsheet 
and email that along.  Accountants 
love this.  We can use the time to 
discuss with you how to improve 
your business rather than adding 
receipts.  Trust me – we’d rather be 
helping you make more money 
than billing you to run tape. 

When you’re done and your accountant 
has completed your return, take the folders 
and place them together in a large envelope 
or container.  Label them with the appropriate 
year and store them.  You have to keep your 
records for seven years, at which point I 
recommend shredding them.  Do not, however, 
shred the invoices for your big-ticket items – 
camera bodies, lenses, etc.  You may need them 
for warranties or other proof of purchase.

There you have it.  This system is low-
maintenance and easy to duplicate year 
after year.  I have clients who manage their 
record-keeping for everything from part-time 
photography businesses to full-time farms 
using this as the basic system.

This article and photos contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Rodney Payne. Please contact the author directly with any questions.

Rodney Payne, CGA is a Senior Accountant 
with Fitzpatrick and Company, Chartered 
Accountants in Charlottetown.  If you have a 
specific question about your business, you can 
e-mail it to rpayne@fitzandco.ca 
Tel: (902) 628-9000  |  Twitter: @planmytaxes

Here’s an example of a disorganized tax file - You can do better!

http://www.photographybb.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=62&t=10469
http://www.photographybb.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=62&t=10469
mailto:rpayne@fitzandco.ca
http://twitter.com/planmytaxes
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you’ve got your camera along with a 
couple of good lenses, all the software 
you could imagine for post-process 

manipulation, and you are on the way to 
having identified your personal style. Maybe 
you have even splashed out, attending a 
workshop or two. Not to mention, your 
collection of prints and images in your 
online gallery is expanding at an alarming 

speed. Perhaps you have been asked to enter 
a competition, or had one of your prints 
accepted into a gallery? If so – congratulations!

That’s all great news, but what happens 
when the flow of new photographs and 
creative work stops? Creativity isn’t something 
that most of us easily turn on and off like water 
from a hosepipe. It is a part of human nature 

OVERCOME
by Brian Richman

“PHOTOGRAPHER’S

BLOCK”

esCaPe Creatiity’s wastelanD anD get BaCk to PhotograPhy
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that this eventually happens to everyone, but 
what really matters is making sure you can 
turn it back on again.

I’m going to ignore the countless pages 
of psychological and academic work written 
about the causes of this kind of phenomenon 
as it relates to “Photographers Block”. Knowing 
the causes won’t get us anywhere, and 
I’m not qualified to comment as a medical 
professional either. Perhaps those of us who 
are practicing have theories about this? Rather, 
in my view, the key is all about recognizing 
that you are in your own mind, somewhere 
less than helpful and in a condition that is not 
good for your creativity. What follows is the 
method that works for me (I’m not claiming 
copyright or even originality on this), and 
while you may find that something else does 
the trick, do whatever works best for you. 

When I was an art student way back in 
the early 1970’s, we actually took lessons in 
how to get ourselves out of that “bad place” 

that stops us from being creative. It’s not 
too difficult and you don’t require a fine arts 
degree to do any of this.

Firstly, it is important that as the 
photographer, you recognize that you are 
suffering from this “Photographers Block”. It 
won’t last forever so don’t over-think it. If you 
need to wallow in it for a week or so for more 
deep-seated reasons, then go for it. However, 
don’t let it go too far beyond that as all you 
wind up doing is making it worse for yourself. 
Let your feelings run their course within that 
kind of timeframe, but not much further. 

Allow the dissatisfaction to be the spur that 
gets you walking over to the camera bag to 
discover that the hairy monster lurking inside 
it isn’t really there at all. What is in there is what 
was there all along - your camera gear, only 
now it has a layer of dust on it. 

Now it’s time to dust off your gear and 
clean up your camera’s sensor if necessary. 

Let me give you a real-life example. This 
past Christmas / New Years, having returned 
home after a great vacation in the Florida 
panhandle where I got a few outstanding 
shots, I dumped my camera bag down, did 
all the post-processing I needed to, uploaded 
the results to my favorite photo web sites, 
and settled down for the winter. Now, I didn’t 
exactly settle down for the entire winter as I 
have a full time job and all sorts of other things 
going on in my life too. After several weeks 
of doing all of the things that we think of as 
“normal” in our daily lives, I came to a definite 
realization that something had changed. 

It began innocently enough with me just 
looking at the camera bag and not taking the 
camera out. “My favorite TV show is on”, or, “I’ll 
get to that tomorrow”, and even that good 
old standby, “it’s just too cold out.” Before long, 
I was sure there was huge hairy monster with 
long sharp teeth lurking inside my camera 
bag, just waiting to bite me if I dared to try to 
get at my camera. 

As time went on, it just continued to 
get worse. I even moved the entire bag out 
of sight. I was officially suffering from the 
photographer’s equivalent of writers block!

THE ONSET OF “PHOTOGRAPHER’S BLOCK”
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Make sure you have all those lens caps, cables 
and other bits and pieces you want with you 
when out on a shoot. Some of your gear (or 
parts) might also need replacing. What better 
time to do that than now? 

Grab the most recent edition of your 
favorite photography magazine and hop 
online to check out latest developments and 
products, as well as comparing prices for any 
of those parts you may need to replace. Get 
the orders placed and go to bed. Seriously - 
take a break. All that cleaning, reading, and 
ordering of parts is hard work. But I bet you 
enjoyed it…

Still feeling the frustration of 
“photographer’s block”? GOOD!

It’s time to get that camera out of the bag 
and make sure the battery is fully charged. If 
you have been sitting about for a few months, 
it’s going to be as dead as the dinosaurs are by 
now. When it is fully charged, fire off a couple 
of test shots to make sure that everything is 
in good order. After all, your gear is a complex 
thing and needs to be properly stored. Who 
knows how long it has been sitting there 
doing nothing? These are just test shots, so 
find any subject and just start shooting. I tend 
to run these test shots though all sorts of post 
processing magic and Photoshop filters. It 
passes the time, but it also leads to creative 
ideas and experimentation. Even try out HDR 
or Black & White on one or two of them. 

Have a go at using some software you 
have not used before. One of the tips that 

I got from the pages of 
PhotographyBB Magazine 
was to download a copy 
of Photosketcher (http://
www.fotosketcher.com). 
This amazing software 
does what it does very well, 
and is also totally free! Try 
to process some of your 
test shots in it. You never 
know what results you’ll 
get. Speaking of these test 
shots, I have more “test 
shots” of my dogs than I 
wish to admit. 

None of my test shots 
were originally intended to 
be competition winners, 
but this picture of my 
dachshund is here because, 
even though it was only a 
random test shot taken just 

This was a “test shot turned keeper” that I manipulated with a piece of software that I see other “BB” users mention 
from time to time.  This is one of my favorite ways to get out of the funk that comes with “Photographers Block”.

http://www.fotosketcher.com
http://www.fotosketcher.com
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as I described above, it always gets a positive 
reaction from people. This shot generates lots 
of smiles and I am always receiving positive 
comments on it. You never know where a 
successful shot can come from. 

After going through this process of 
breaking your creative block, I bet your 
photographic weekend will have past, while 

your wife (or husband) grumbles that it is 
time you should take her (or him) out for 
dinner as “…you have been so absorbed 
in your pictures for over a week now!” Of 
course, you now have that extra pile of 
shots to also work through and print. Before 
you know it, you’ve broken through your 
“photographer’s block” and are back to 
being creative. 

This image has become one of my most popular, and was originally only shot as a test to make sure my gear was still working after a bout of “photographer’s block”

About Brian Richman
Brian Richman has a love for high tech, art and photography. Trained 
as a fine artist in London during the early 1970’s, he now works in 
higher education. Find Brian in the PhotographyBB forums (and 
elsewhere) as “bjrichus” or visit Brian at his own photography web 
site at: http://www.bjrichus.com.

This article and photos contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Brian Richman. Please contact the author directly with any questions.

http://www.bjrichus.com
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LIGHTPAINTING

Photography is all about finding the light that your camera needs to properly 
capture a subject. generally this means using ambient light, or adding static 
light such as flash.  however, another method is light “painting”, and it is one of 
the most fun ways to be shooting past daylight. 

by Heather Bashow

Image Credit: Photography by Heather Bashow. Assistants Tom Rutledge and Adam Rushton - light wizards.
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The Tools

your light painting tools can be as 
simple as a flashlight, or can extend to 
a whole array of light wands, fire, and/
or remote-switch lights.  you’re going to 
be shooting long exposures where the 
slightest camera movement will ruin the 
shot, so you will also need a tripod and a 
remote shutter release cable.  a headlamp 
is a good option, as it will keep you from 
tripping over your tripod and allow you 
to manually focus your lens in the dark.  
if you require reading glasses, be sure to 
bring them along, as you will have to be 
able to read the settings on your camera 
in low light. as for the capabilities of your 
camera, at the very least, a timed shutter 
release setting is necessary and can do 
most jobs, but Bulb Mode will allow for 
more flexibility.

When you are ready to start shooting, 
begin by mounting your camera on the 
tripod.  get an approximate reading of the 
distance from the subject to your camera, 
and manually focus on your subject.  
Manual focus is a must – in these low-light 
situations, autofocus can be unreliable 
and highly erratic. choose an iso between 
200 – 400, and set your camera to shutter 
priority or switch to Bulb Mode. next, you 
just have to decide how long to leave the 
shutter open to get the effect you want. 
this depends on which method you wish 
to use for light painting.

Flashlight Technique
Whether a tree, a raccoon in a loft, or 

an object in your home, the process is the 
same.  you should be shooting in complete 
darkness.  you will start your exposure, 

illuminate the subject with your flashlight, 
then stop the exposure. the trick here is 
figuring out how long to leave the shutter 
open.  Do a test shot, and adjust the time 
as necessary for the effect you want.  if the 
resulting image is too bright, expose the 
next one for less time, or vice versa if the 
image is too dark. generally, illuminating 
your subject with one or two passes of 
the flashlight will yield good results. your 
shutter speed can vary depending on 
the size and distance of your subject.  For 
example, a tree will require a longer shutter 
speed than if you were illuminating a 
flower. as a variation, you can also light 
paint with a candle, allowing enough time 
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for the minimal light from the 
candle to light your subject, 
as in the still life example seen 
here.  

yes, light painting with 
a flashlight or candle can 
produce wonderful results, but 
if you want more eye-popping 
effects, the most spectacular 
light painting comes from fire 
or battery-operated lights on 
a string, combined with talent 
and imagination.  i am lucky 
to know two fellows, tom 
rutledge and adam rushton, 
who are fully equipped with 
all of the above. 

two people are necessary 
for wool and orb shooting; one 
to do the hard part, and one to 
take the photographs. i don’t 
often spin orbs and wool – i 
prefer to photograph tom and 
adam doing them.  i’m sure 
they also prefer it, having witnessed 
my abysmal spinning abilities. this is 
what i’ve learned from them:

Steel Wool
the finest steel wool burns very well, 

shooting off sparks as it burns. if you do 
wool, you will need full-cover clothing that 
you don’t care about because anything 
within reach of the spinning wool can get 
holes burned in from the sparks. Wear a 
hood that pulls forward to protect your 
face.  eye protection is a great idea as 
well.  Dark clothing is best to keep you less 
visible in the shot.  

steel wool shooting should only 
be done when the surroundings are 
wet, as there is a real risk of starting 
an unintentional fire.  as such, a fire 
extinguisher is a definite requirement.

Two ways to hold the wool are:

1. stuff it into a wire whisk, and attach the 
whisk a some cord or lightweight chain 

2. Weld an alligator clip to the end of a 
straightened wire hanger, and bend a loop at 
the other end for your fingers to twirl with.

This photo was illuminated solely by the light of the candle.
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steel wool burns for about 20 seconds. 
the person doing the spinning can spin 
the wool in a circle overhead, in front of 
them, or they can throw the sparks in 
various directions. as soon as the wool 
is lit, the spinner should call out to the 
camera-person (with any luck, you) to start 
the exposure.  once the wool has burned 
out, the exposure is complete.  

Light Orbs
tom and adam have a multitude of light 

tools, but the one used for the orbs in this 
article is their homemade wonder of three 
leD lights welded together in a circle, on the 

Steel wool light paintings are most effective when you have interesting 
subject matter to illuminate, such as this tank (above), or even this railing 
(below). Get creative!

(Photography by Adam Rushton. Wool spinning by Tom Rutledge).
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end of electric wire, with a battery operated 
switch at the other end.  

shape is very important with orbs and 
tom and adam are masters of shape. to 
do an orb, you place something visible on 
the ground (like a coin), to act as your axis 
for the orb.  turn on the light source and 
spin it beside you, spinning vertically over 
the coin, while you slowly walk in a circle 
around the coin.  For the best shape, it is 
important to keep the circles vertical and 
consistent, and to keep the light passing 
over the coin for a constant axis. to make 
sure that you don’t show up in the shot, 
you must keep moving.  you can turn off 
the light and stop the exposure at half 
way around the circle, but doing a full 360 

degrees will give you a more full looking 
orb.

Your Turn!

Don’t put your camera away at night.  
there’s lots of fun to be had with light 
painting, not the least of which is being 
questioned by police as to what you are 
doing.  although there is some danger 
with the wool, you can safely try flashlight 
or candlelit work. if you don’t mind a 
bruise or two, give orbs a shot - at least 
you won’t set yourself on fire!  as we’ve 
discussed, a few tools are involved for light 
painting, but for me, the most valuable 
tools are two friends who can spin the 
most amazing light!

With a carefully chosen backdrop, light orbs can produce surreal effects as seen here in this snow-orb shot. Photo by Tom Rutledge. Orb Spinning by Adam Rushton.
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SHOOTING NOTES

• When doing wool and orb shots, it is more impressive if you can find an interesting 
subject to illuminate. Military vehicles, angled architecture, graffiti walls and tunnels 
are but a few.  

• If you find that your test shots are too dark or too light, you can either adjust the time of 
the exposure, or adjust the ISO to accommodate. 

• Be prepared to smack yourself a number of times when practicing orbs.  Don’t attempt 
it in a room where you are worried about breaking things. Both of those gleaned from 
personal experience by the way.

• For the spectacular shot of the orbs on the pier (above), a special note of gratitude 
goes out to Adam. It took him three attempts to do the orbs; the first two being 
arrested by the light smacking the pier posts. To do this so successfully, Adam had to 
run along the pier, stop, turn on the light, spin a perfect half orb, turn the light off, 
run the same distance, stop, turn on the light…and so on, six times.  He also had to 
be sure not to fall off the pier in the dark.  Concentration and coordination in spades, 
and a much-appreciated willingness to forfeit his body for the cause.  This shot was 
a 109 second exposure at f/22.

This article is Copyright © and courtesy of Heather Bashow. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
Photography credits to Heather Bashow, Adam Rushton, and Tom Rutledge.
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CELEBRITY
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Did you know that

Photography is one of the most popular 
hobbies (and professions) enjoyed by 
people the world over.  When it comes to  

celebrities, we tend to give them a larger-than-
life status, while forgetting that they feel the 
same joy and pain as the rest of us.  They also 
enjoy the same hobbies as we do, including 
photography.  In reality, celebrities are not all 
that different from us!

It was difficult to decide which 
photography-enthusiast celebrities I would 
cover in this article, there are so many.  People 
like Candice Bergen who once worked as a 
photographer, and spent a long time behind 
the lens before moving in front of the lens.  
Then there’s the supermodel, Tyra Banks, who 
has also done fashion photography.  Comedian, 
Drew Carey, is a published sports photographer 
under the name of “Brooks Parkenridge”, 
and movie producer Jerry Bruckheimer had 
an interest in photography before making 
it to the silver screen.  Even Angelina Jolie 
made photographic news for buying the 
accomplished shutterbug, Brad Pitt, a Littman 
45 (4x5 Rangefinder) for his birthday.   

In the end, I narrowed my list down based on 
several factors: 

1. How serious the celebrity is about the art of 
photography.

2. Have they been involved in photography 
long enough to show that their involvement is 
not just a passing fancy? 

3. How impressive the celebrity is, not 
only with their photography, but also 
throughout their work in films, music or social 
responsibilities to their fellow humans. 

4. Though not an actual requirement, I 
chose to focus on celebrities whom I would 
enjoy taking the time to show around 
the unknown photographic spots here in 
Moscow. (Hint, hint to any of you celebrities 
who may be reading!)  

OK, enough with the joking!  Let’s look 
past the fact that these people are world-
famous celebrities, and let’s focus just on their 
photography.

by Jon Ayres

these celebrities are accomplished photographers?
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Leonard Nimoy
www.leonardnimoyphotography.com

Of all the celebrity photographers, Mr. 
Leonard Nimoy is one of my favorites.  In 
my opinion, his fine art photography 
speaks from his soul. I strongly share, 
and have echoed many of Mr. Nimoy’s 
photographic beliefs in several of my articles 
for PhotographyBB during these last 4 
years.  For example, just like me, Leonard 
Nimoy does not believe in carrying a camera 
everywhere he goes. Like me, he believes 
that in order to create the best photos, you 
should have a reason for taking the photo, 
not just a sudden urge to photograph 
something. 

One of my favorite stories Leonard Nimoy 
tells, is how his wife and himself were walking 
through a parking lot with Tom Hanks one 
evening, when a young man with a camera 
recognized Tom Hanks and asked if Hanks 
would pose for a photo with the young man.  
Puzzled, Tom Hanks asked the young man, “Of 
course, but who will take the photo?”  Then 
the young man recognized Leonard Nimoy 
standing by Tom Hanks and said, “Mr. Nimoy, 
you’re a wonderful photographer.  Would you 
mind taking the picture?”  

On Mr. Nimoy’s gallery page (link above) is 
a series of Annenberg Space for Photography 
Lecture videos that are just fantastic.  His 
stories and views on photography are what 
fine art photography is all about.  Not only 
has Leonard Nimoy succeeded as a fantastic 
fine art photographer, but also on the stage, 
screen, TV, teaching and as a writer and poet.  
Mr. Nimoy’s fine art photography clearly 
comes from his heart and that is what makes 
his work so great.  

Mr. Nimoy’s interest in photography began 
in childhood; he still owns the camera that 
he rebuilt at the age of 13. His photography 
studies at UCLA occurred after Star Trek and 
Mission: Impossible, when Mr. Nimoy seriously 
considered changing careers. His work has 
been exhibited at the R. Michelson Galleries 
in Northampton, Massachusetts and the 
Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art.

Those of us who were fortunate to grow 
up during the “Golden Age of TV” (50’s – 70’s) 
will never forget Leonard Nimoy as Spock 
on the original “Star Trek” series, or “Mission: 
Impossible”, where Mr. Nimoy played an IMF 
agent who was an ex-magician and make-
up expert.  He received an Emmy award 
nomination for best supporting actor for the 
TV film A Woman Called Golda (1982). He also 
had roles in Night Gallery (1972) and Columbo 
(1973) where he played a murderous doctor 

Photo by Beth Madison under the Creative Commons License.

http://www.rmichelson.com/Artist_Pages/Nimoy/pages/Leonard-Nimoy-Gallery.html 
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who was one of the few criminals with whom 
Columbo became angry.  Leonard Nimoy 
has also played the role of one of my favorite 
artists, Vincent van Gogh. He continues to 
grace television audiences with his recent role 
of the character William Bell on the popular TV 
series, “Fringe.”

Leonard Nimoy founded and supports 
the Nimoy Foundation Established in 2003 to 
encourage, recognize, and support the work 
of artists, especially undiscovered, upcoming 
artists. The foundation gives grants to artists-
in-residence programs in the US.  

Jeff Bridges
http://www.jeffbridges.com/main.html

Jeff Bridges has always been a favorite 
for me, and I have always been a big fan of 
his father, Lloyd Bridges. Since Jeff Bridges 
comes from a family with deep involvement 
in both movies and television, photography 
would be a natural offshoot.  Jeff Bridges 
got started in photography while he was 
in high school, shooting with a Wide-Lux 
camera.  Jeff got away from photography 
while building his acting career, but during 
a remake of the movie King Kong, his 
character was to be photographing with a 
Nikon.  To prepare for the role, Jeff started 
taking photos again.  However, instead of 
carrying an empty camera, Jeff loaded the 
camera with film and actually took photos 
with it during the shooting.

The Wide-Lux came back into Jeff’s life on 
his wedding day when Mark Hanauer took 
some photographs at the wedding party 
using the Wide-Lux. Jeff Bridges’ wife, Sue, who 
was a professional photographer at the time, 
saw how much Jeff loved the photographs, so 

she gave Jeff another Wide-Lux as a belated 
wedding gift. Jeff started carrying the camera 
around, using it as a snap shot camera, 
taking pictures of family and friends. When 
Jeff Bridges was making a movie, he would 
sometimes take pictures there too. In 1984, 
when Jeff was working in Starman, Karen 
Allen saw some of his Wide-Lux shots and 
suggested that they combine them with Sid 
Baldwin’s (the unit photographer) to make a 
book for the cast and crew. Karen’s brainstorm 
marked the beginning of a series of privately 
published albums for Jeff. These were given, 
in appreciation, to the cast and crew of 16 
films Jeff Bridges has worked on.  For more 
than two decades, he honed his craft of 
photography by taking intimate behind-the-
scenes production photos that he presents as 
books to members of the cast and crew at the 
end of shooting.

After taking photos of almost 20 different 
films, in 2003 he took the best of his photos 
and compiled them into a book simply 
entitled, “Pictures”, through which all of the 
proceeds go directly to the Motion Picture & 
Television Fund.  For Bridges, and like most of 
us, photography has become somewhat of an 
obsession. He feels that certain “desire” to have 
his camera in his hands. After all, telling stories 
though his photos is in his blood.   

The unique Wide-Lux camera, a favorite of Jeff Bridges.

http://www.jeffbridges.com/main.html
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As a testament to his character, 
professionalism and integrity, before Jeff 
starts taking photos, he makes sure he has 
the director’s and producer’s permission. He 
also asks the actors for their okay. Being an 
actor himself, he says he is very sensitive to 
not disturbing the work of others.  Critics 
have called Jeff Bridges’ work “disciplined”, 
“beautifully designed” and “incredibly 
atmospheric”. 

In 2004, Jeff was asked to exhibit his 
work at the Eastman House where he also 
received the prestigious photography award 
of George Eastman Honorary Scholar for his 
work in motion pictures and photography. 
“It is such an honor to have a photography 
exhibition at George Eastman House,” 
Bridges told the sold-out audience. “To be 
recognized by this incredible museum for 
my photography, and as a George Eastman 
Honorary Scholar, is one of the proudest 
moments of my career.” Past recipients of the 
award include Dennis Hopper, Ken Burns, 
John Frankenheimer and Roger Ebert. 

Jessica Lange
50 Photographs - Book

Jeff Bridges’ co-star who made her acting 
debut in the remake of King Kong, Jessica 
Lange also enjoys photography.  In 1967, 
Jessica Lange won a scholarship at the 
University of Minnesota to study photography, 
but the ups and downs of student life carried 
her to Spain and then to Paris, where she 
preferred drama to her photographic practice. 
At that moment, she started her acting career, 
which led her to become the star of iconic 
titles in film history and to receive two Oscar 
as best actress for her performances in Tootsie 
in 1983 and Blue Sky in 1995. 

About twenty years ago, Lange’s longtime 
partner, Shepard, brought home a Leica 
camera from a movie set. This was the catalyst 
that plunged her right back into photography, 
mostly shooting photos of her kids.  

 
Here’s what Lange has to say about her 
photography: “Because photography is such a 
private, solitary experience, it’s like writing or 
painting.  It’s something you can do on your 
own. Acting is a co-dependent art form, and 
the actor is never really in control. Filmmaking 
definitely informs the decision to photograph 
something. I’m drawn to situations with a 
dramatic feel to them as far as lighting or 
backdrop or people’s presence, the way 
someone stands.”

PowerHouse Books had published a 
book of Lange’s photographs entitled, 
“50 Photographs”. The images are all 

http://www.amazon.com/50-Photographs-Jessica-Lange/dp/1576874532
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black-and-white, shot mostly during Lange’s 
considerable travels as an actress and as a 
volunteer work for charities against AIDS in 
Russia and Africa, as well as in the northern 
part of Minnesota, where she still has a small 
house. There’s even one photo from the first 
roll she took with her Leica while in Romania, 
twenty years ago.  

Andy Summers 
www.andysummers.com/photography.php

During the 1980s it was barely possible to 
turn on the radio or television without hearing 
music by The Police. The musician Andy 
Summers of the rock group known as “The 
Police” is also well known for his photography.  
Summers describes his art of photography 
as tearing pages from a book and then 
reshuffling the results into a new visual forum.  
Andy Summers’ interest in photography 
started back in the late 1970s.  He has been 
an active photographer with numerous 
exhibitions, magazine essays, publications, and 
keynote presentations of his photography. 
You can also see some of Andy summer’s 
photographs on the national geographic 
webpage, which speaks for itself – it’s National 
Geographic!  

Most of the pictures in his book, “Desirer 
Walks the Streets”, were taken at night and 
covered geographical areas from the Alto 
Plano of Bolivia to the alleys of Golden Gai in 
Tokyo.  Summers says, “These are not like a set 
of landscapes or just celebrity portraits. They 
are more avant-garde. I don’t want it to reflect 
my life.  The photographs are documentary 
in the sense that on tour I started filming the 
radiator in my bedroom, the maid coming 
in, inside the limo, backstage and all kinds of 
other details.” 

Photographer, Robert Frank, is one of 
Summers’ main influences, especially his 
classic 1959 book of photographs entitled, 
“The American”.  

Bryan Adams
http://www.bryanadamsphotography.com/ 

Bryan Adams is a Canadian rock singer-
songwriter, guitarist, bassist, producer, actor 
and photographer.  For his contributions 
to music, Adams has many awards and 
nominations, including 20 Juno Awards 
among 56 nominations, and 15 Grammy 
Award nominations including a win for 
Best Song Written Specifically for a Motion 
Picture or Television in 1992. He has also won 
MTV, ASCAP, and American Music awards. 
In addition, he has won two Ivor Novello 
Awards for song composition and has been 
nominated for several Golden Globe Awards 
and three times for Academy Awards for his 
songwriting for films.  Additionally, Adams has 
been awarded the Order of Canada and the 
Order of British Columbia for contributions to 
popular music and philanthropic work via his 
own foundation.

Adams has had his photographs published 
in British Vogue, L’uomo Vogue, Harper’s 
Bazaar, Esquire, Interview magazine and i-D, 
among others. His other photographic efforts 
include founding Zoo Magazine, the fashion/
art magazine based in Berlin, Germany, which 
he shoots for regularly. Adams is also currently 
Editor at Large and regular photographer 
for Zoomer Magazine, a Canadian periodical 
focused on topics relevant to the baby 
boomer generation. 

In 2005, he published his first book of 
photos in the United States with Calvin Klein 

http://www.andysummers.com/photography.php  
http://worldmusic.nationalgeographic.com/view/page.basic/gallery/content.gallery/music_on_photography_andy_summers/en_US 
http://worldmusic.nationalgeographic.com/view/page.basic/gallery/content.gallery/music_on_photography_andy_summers/en_US 
http://www.bryanadamsphotography.com/


PhotographyBB online Magazine www.PhotographyBB.com

38

called, “American Women”.  Proceeds from this 
book go to breast cancer research for programs 
at the Memorial Sloan–Kettering Cancer Center 
in New York City. He also released a similar book 
of photos called, “Made In Canada”. Both these 
books were dedicated to his friend Donna, who 
died of the disease.  It is safe to say that Bryan 
Adams takes his photography seriously.

As a photographer, Adams has not only 
worked with, but photographed many in 
the music business, including Ray Charles, 
Tina Turner, Mick Jagger , Shania Twain, Sarah 
McLachlan, Celine Dion, Peter Gabriel, Rod 
Stewart, Robert Plant, Take That, Joss Stone, 
Plácido Domingo, Billy Idol, Moby, Amy 
Winehouse, Annie Lennox, Bryan Ferry, Lenny 
Kravitz, and Morrissey to name a few.   

In 2002, Adams was invited, along with 
other photographers from Canada, to 

photograph Queen Elizabeth II during her 
Golden Jubilee.  One of the photographs from 
this session was used as a Canadian postage 
stamp in 2004, and again in 2005.  Another of 
Adams’ portraits that he took of both Queen 
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip, is now hanging in 
the National Portrait Gallery in London.

As a photographer, Adams is also a 
supporter of the Hear the World initiative 
in its aim to raise global awareness for the 
topic of hearing and hearing loss. Adams 
shoots covers for their magazine, a quarterly 
culture and lifestyle publication dedicated 
to the topic of hearing.

I hope I have been able to show you 
another side to some of the celebrities that 
have played a big part in many of our lives.  
Of course, the celebrities featured here are 
only a small representation of the great 
number of celebrities involved in the hobby of 
photography.  I grew up with these celebrities; 
they are a part of my life and I admire their 
work not only on the screen or in music, but 
also their fine art photography.

I highly recommend that our readers take 
some time to discover more information 
about the celebrities we’ve featured here 
through the links provided.  The lectures 
on Leonard Nimoy’s webpage are fantastic, 
and the insights that Jeff Bridges and 
Bryan Adams’ share about their style and 
beliefs in photography are truly interesting.  
However, the main point of this article is 
not so much to show that celebrities are 
involved in photography.  Rather, I intended 
to show that we’re all not that different from 
each other when it comes to the human 
spirit. That’s what communicating through 
photography is all about.

This article is Copyright © and courtesy of Jon D. Ayres. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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creating vintage and old film-style effects in Photoshop have long been a favourite 
among digital photographers. However, what’s interesting is that these classic effects are 
being made popular to a new generation of photographers, thanks to, believe it or not, 

the advancements in smartphone technology. 

Technology has reached the point where high-quality optics are now available in our 
smartphones, and they are finally worth using. Couple that with the improvements in 
processing power, and smartphones have become a mini image-processing centre unto 
themselves. Now, applications such as the popular “Instagram” and “Hipstamatic” (among 
others) are bringing back the nostalgia to photography, allowing us to recreate film effects 
that photographers of the day were probably trying to get away from!

This month we’ll be exploring a simple Photoshop tutorial to give your images that old-
time feeling, with the popular “Nashville” Effect.
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how to Create this PoPular Vintage eFFeCt in PhotoshoP

The Vintage

by Dave Seeram

“NASHVILLE” EFFECT
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step 1
Open your photo.

This effect works beautifully on a variety of 
images including landscapes, architecture, 
portraits, and even macro photos.

step 2
Create a Levels Adjustment Layer using the 
Adjustment Layers Palette (or use the menu: 
Layer > New Adjustment Layer > Levels...)

When the Levels dialog box appears, click 
on the Channel dropdown menu, and select 
“Blue” from the list.

step 3
With the Blue channel selected, move the Black 
slider, under the Output Levels, close to the 
middle (or just past the middle). I like to use a 
value of 130. 

Click OK to close the Levels dialog box.
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step 4
Next, create a new Solid Color Fill Layer 
(menu: Layer > New Fill Layer > Solid Color...)
and choose a bright beige tone.

Here we used the color value: #FFCC99 
which will work perfectly for most photos. Of 
course, I always recommend experimenting!

Click OK, then change the blending mode of 
this Fill Layer to “Multiply.” 

step 5
Our final step will be adjusting the contrast, 
and to do so, create a Curves Adjustment 
Layer (as done in previous steps). We are 
going to adjust the curve as follows:

Slide the bottom (shadows) anchor point 
upwards to an output value near 40. Next, 
click on the curve to create new anchor 
points (shown as #2 and #3 in this image), 
and drag them to create a gentle S-curve as 
shown here. Click OK and you’re finished!

There are many ways to take the effect even 
further if you are so inclined. For example, the bottom-left image shows the effect of changing 
the blend mode of the Levels Adjustment Layer (Step 2), to “Soft Light”. Or, you could even use last 
month’s Photoshop tutorial to add a texture as we’ve done in this example (bottom-right). The 
possibilities are only bound by the limits of your imagination. Happy Photoshopping folks!

This article and screenshots contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Dave Seeram. Please contact the author directly with any questions. 
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PhotograPhyBB ForuMs Photo assignMents

Photo assignMent: “rain”

This assignment proved to be a challenge, as members were tasked with getting 
their creativity (and their cameras) wet.  Shooting in the rain can produce fabulous 
results, as seen here with our top selections. Be sure to visit the forums to see 
more great entries!

(top) Photo by member “Debrasue”. (Bottom) Photo by member “emersonquinn”
thanks to all participating members. We look forward to all of your submissions in our upcoming challenges!

http://www.photographybb.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=10021
http://www.photographybb.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=10021
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Do You Have a 
Great Idea for 
a Photography 

Article?

We are looking for talented 
individuals who would like 
to expand their portfolios by 
volunteering to contribute 
articles to this e-magazine! 
If you are interested, we’d 
love to hear from you.
topics of interest are:
- Photography Techniques 
- Photography on Location 
- Photoshop Tutorials 
- Hardware / Software Reviews 
- Camera Equipment 
- Member Spotlight 
- Plus we’re open to new ideas!

To become either a regular contributing 
author, or even just for a one-time article, 
please email us at:  

magazine@photographybb.com

Introduce yourself, share your idea, 
and maybe we’ll see you in next 
month’s issue!

Step into the Spotlight!
Would you like to be featured in the 
PhotographyBB online spotlight on Member 
section? if so, please let us know at: 
magazine@photographybb.com

We’ll feature your photos, a small biography and 
write-up about you, as well as links to your web 
gallery or photography related business. We all 
love photography and image editing, so let’s get to 
know each other!

been Around the World?
We are looking for talented writers who would like 
to share their experiences in visiting far away places, 
or even your home town for that matter. in our 
Photography around the World column, we take our 
readers on a photographic journey, and we would 
like you to be our tour guide.

if you would like to share your story and 
photography of a city you have visited, please 
contact us and share your idea with our team. We’d 
love to hear from you!

Discounts for readers:
For those of you who are interested in getting into 
hDr photography, there simply is no better hDr 
software then hDrsoft’s Photomatix Pro, available 
as a stand alone software and as a Photoshop 
Plugin. Visit:
http://www.photographybb.com/hdr/
and use the coupon code: photographybb.com 
for a special discount. also, check out the shop 
PhotographyBB site for links to some great deals on 
cameras and accessories. Best deals on the web!

thank you for reading the PhotographyBB online 
Magazine. We hope  you enjoyed it, and we’d 
love to see you again next month. if you have 
any questions or comments for us regarding 
this magazine, please feel free to email us at: 
magazine@photographybb.com

mailto:magazine@photographybb.com 
http://www.photographybb.com/hdr/ 
mailto:magazine@photographybb.com

