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Welcome to the 50th edition of the PhotographyBB Magazine. so, is it just 
me, or does it feel like we’re continuously celebrating milestones here? 
last month we celebrated our 4-year anniversary edition, and this month 
we reach our 50th!

also last month, i promised that we’d be ushering in a new era of 
PhotographyBB Magazines by touching on a wider range of photo-related 
topics. yes, it’s nice to have photography tutorials (we’re not getting rid 
of those, they’re still here!), but there are so many other facets within the 
digital photography sphere. here’s what we look at this month:

i picked up a “new” iPad recently. to give our readers some context, i’ve gone through all 
generations of the iPad since they first came out - yes, i’m that nerdy. the point is, i wasn’t exactly 
sure how different this “new” iPad would be, and whether or not it feels like it might have the 
ability to impact the way i view, edit, or operate when it comes to photography. after a few weeks 
of experimenting with it (thanks in part to some really sweet new image-editing apps), i do feel 
there is a strong potential for this technological marvel to actually have a significant effect on my 
photographic workflow. i’ve written a brief summary of my thoughts on the matter in this edition.

also in this edition, we have some fantastic contributions from guest authors who answered our 
call for article submissions. rodney Payne gives the working photographers a primer on claiming 
expenses at tax time. also, edith itzcovici-levy answers the question of whether or not a photography 
blog might be right for you, and how to go about starting one should you decide upon it. 

We have our contest winner announcements for the recent 4-year anniversary celebration prize 
draws. Be sure to check inside to see if you are the lucky winner of either a Drobo, a 1 year unlimited 
crashPlan service, or a complete set of craft & Vision eBooks! 

thank you to all of our readers for continuing to support us by downloading our magazine, sending 
donations, and spreading the word. it takes an amazing team to publish each edition, and we’re lucky 
to have some of the best. now grab your beverage of choice (i’m thinking Japanese sake might be a 
nice change-up), and enjoy our 50th edition!

Dave seeram 
editor and Publisher

PhotograPhyBB online Magazine issue FiFty
From the editor’s Desk
Setting Milestones... again!
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Guest contributors in this edition:
Edith Itzcovici-Levy - considerations before starting a Photo Blog
Rodney Payne - “claim all of your eligible tax Deductions”

DaVe SeeraM is the editor of the Photog-
raphyBB online Website, PhotographyBB 
Forums, and editor/Publisher of the Pho-
tographyBB online Magazine. Dave is also 
a digital photography and Photoshop en-
thusiast. 
PhotographyBB | twitter | Facebook

eVa POLaK is one of new Zealand’s leading 
fine art photographers. With her specialty 
in impressionist photography, eva is 
the author of two books and provides 
workshops on teaching creativity in fine 
art photography. 
Website | Books 

JOn ayreS is a digital photographer from the 
united states, now living in Moscow. he 
enjoys photography, writing, and history. 
Jon has been involved in writing, digital art 
and photography for over 30 years and is a 
published photographer and author.
Blog | Flickr | redBubble

HeatHer BaSHOw is a tech junkie from 
Kingston, ontario, and is obsessed 
with Dslr photography and software 
technique.  never without her camera by 
her side, she embraces all genres… but no 
rules.
Website | Books 

MiKe Frye is a talented photographer as 
well as avid blogger, flickrite, and social 
networking guru. Mike loves sharing 
knowledge, and showcasing talented 
photographers through his photography 
blog.
Blog | twitter | Flickr

Jay LiVenS is a computer guy a heart who 
loves digital photography, working with 
linux, and running his own personal 
blog. Jay is our go-to guy for all things 
technical relating to digital photography 
and computers.
Blog | gallery | Blipfoto

BiLL McCarrOLL is a passionate nikon pho-
tographer, web developer, and a technol-
ogy and camera gear addict pursuing his 
love for photography while supporting 
community activities as a volunteer. 
Blog | twitter | Flickr

JaSOn anDerSOn is an active photogra-
pher, shooting primarily with canon 
gear. his philosophy about photogra-
phy is learning through the sharing of 
knowledge, and enjoys both the art 
of photography as well as his written 
pursuits. 
Blog | twitter | Podcast

CHriS StyLeS (aka “nobby”) is our forum 
moderator. two years off retirement & 
proud grandfather to 2 boys, 4 girls, his 
interest in photography stretches back 
over 40 years, and really took off with a 
renewed passion since buying one of the 
first hewlett Packard’s digital cameras. 
chris now shoots with a nikon D700.

GreG MCCOMSey is our forum moderator. 
Born and raised in Pennsylvania, he now 
resides in ohio after serving 20 years in 
the us air Force.  greg enjoys photogra-
phy as a hobby and the continuing learn-
ing process that goes along with it. 
gallery | Flickr

ConneCt with the writers oF PhotograPhyBB
the Contributing authors

http://www.photographybb.com
http://www.twitter.com/photographybb
http://www.facebook.com/PhotographyBB
http://www.evapolak.com
http://www.evapolak.com/books.html
http://jondayres.blogspot.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jonayres
http://www.redbubble.com/people/bossman
http://www.deerhaven-photography.com/
http://www.blurb.com/user/store/ballybay
http://www.photocapm.com
http://twitter.com/fryeme
http://www.flickr.com/photos/photocap/
http://www.livens.org/
http://tmgphotos.com/
http://www.blipfoto.com/tmg
http://billmccarroll.com
http://twitter.com/BillMcCarroll
http://www.flickr.com/photos/billmccarroll/
http://www.canonblogger.com
http://twitter.com/cbjason
http://www.canonblogger.com/the-podcast/
http://gregmcc.smugmug.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35696215@N04/
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PRIZE WINNERS!
In celebration of our 4-Year Anniversary Edition last month, we had some pretty cool folks who 
wanted to party with us by giving away some prizes to our readers. Every subscriber to the 
PhotographyBB Magazine was entered to win - and here are the winners:

Complete Collection of Craft & Vision eBooks 
Liz Russell

1 Year Unlimited Service from CrashPlan
Gareth Glynn Ash, Chris Gaglardi,
Teresa Watson, and David Perfors

Drobo
Andre Spatz

*Special thanks to our contest sponsors: Drobo, crashPlan, and craft & Vision

FREE WEBINAR
On April 1st, 6pm (PST), Corwin Hiebert and Dave Seeram 
(of clamorate!), with special guest Dr. Ben Kadel, will be 
holding a free webinar for creative professionals.

Do you need a kickstart? Do you have a creative project or 
business endeavour that needs a serious jolt! Join us, as we 
talk about what’s holding us back and what we need to move forward.  Tasks that are half-done, 
phone calls and emails left to die, or research and planning abandoned. We’ve all been there. 
But now it’s time to make it happen. It’s just what the doctor ordered (ha! - get it?). 

This live meeting will be approx. 60-min (45-min presentation, 15-min discussion). 
Space is limited to only 100 participants, so register NOW to reserve your spot.

http://www.tkqlhce.com/click-2234400-10906194
http://www.crashplan.com
http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision
http://www.clamorate.com
http://www.clamorate.com/2011/finding-your-sweetspot/
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/359578422
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FoRGET muGShoTS
10 STEPS TO BETTER PORTRAITS

The one thread we all share as 
photographers is that at some 
point or another, we all need 
to shoot good portraits of our 
loved ones. If you want to learn 
how to improve your portrait 
shooting, literally overnight, 
then this latest release from 
the master of portraits - David 
duChemin is for you. 

Forget Mugshots isn’t the 
typical portraiture technique 
book. There’s no talk of 
camera settings or fancy 
strobist equipment in here. 
Instead, David duChemin 

dives into the real core of what it takes to make great portraits. 
It’s about learning relational skills, connecting with your subject, 
understanding facial features, points of view, and learning how 
to recognize the right moment to shoot.

You’ll Learn:
- Understanding eyes, smiles, and expressions
- Creative Exercises & Portrait Profiles to learn from
- How to use (and play with) ambient light
- Controlling the background
- Finding just the right position and perspective

Craft & Vision provides exceptional photographic education at 
unbelievable prices (only $5 each). Bring your photography to 
the next level - today!

Get it Now! (PDF Format)

http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision/mugshots/
http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision/mugshots/
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i believe we all have a need to share our 
photography. A passionate photographer 
always wants to improve the quality of 

their portfolio, and one of the best ways is 
to share their work with others.  However, 
it can be frustrating.  Where do we get the 
continual inspiration to improve, and how 
can we find truly sincere and worthwhile 
opinions on our work?

Social media is an excellent way to share 
our photos.  For casual sharing, Facebook 
and Google+ provide great opportunities 
to put our work out on the web and be 

seen on social networks.  Mostly, we share 
photographs for fun, but what if we really 
want to expand and continually improve our 
portfolio online.  Where’s the best place to go?

For years, Flickr has been the hub of the 
photo universe and it still reigns supreme 
with the quantity of photographs uploaded 
daily.  Typically, there are over a million 
photographs uploaded to Flickr every day.  
That’s a staggering number of images.  The 
question is how to differentiate yourself in 
such a large universe of photography.  The 
common way is to network with a close cadre 

by Bill McCarroll

quALITY
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of photographers and grow your presence 
over time by sharing quality work with like-
minded enthusiasts.  The sheer size of Flickr 
makes it a challenge and the comments can 
be both vacant and transparent at times.

Recently however, a new benchmark in 
online gallery media has made itself known 
to the photographic community.  Based 
in Toronto, 500px arrived on the scene in 
2003.  Like most startups, it started small 
on an Internet that was still finding its legs 
for digital media.  The name 500px was 
intended to reflect the best size for display 
on CRT monitors.  During the past few 
years, 500px reached a tipping point and 
was “discovered” by the community of keen 
photographers. Since then it has grown 
significantly in popularity and membership.  
As the word spread about 500px over the 
past year or so it became the place to go for 
quality photography. What does it offer that 
differentiates it from Flickr?  In a word, quality.  
500px is where the work of some of the best 
photographers can be easily seen.  

Where Flickr caters to quantity, 500px is 
all about quality.  To check it out, you can 
start out with a free account on 500px with a 

limit on daily uploads.  For just under $50 per 
year you gain unlimited uploads and access 
to premium features like a custom domain, 
portfolio designs and templates.  On 500px, 
there is an expectation that contributors 
will post their best work.  For everyday 
posting, Flickr still works best.  The quality 
of photography is amazing on 500px.  For 
the most part, it’s not about the quantity of 
pictures, although the numbers are growing.  
It really is all about the quality of the work 
posted on the site.  The typical photographs 
are truly portfolio quality, featuring amazing 
examples of the best in photography.  The site 
just oozes excellence.  

A major upgrade last month made the site 
even better.  Photographs are presented in a 
new and stunning online layout with relatively 
large renditions of each photograph.  500px 
recommends uploading images of 50mb or 
less.   They will resize your work to fit their 
display up to 880px wide or 900px tall.  With 
the recent addition of a market feature to 
offer your work for sale, they recommend 
uploading full resolution images.  Layouts on 
your homepage are large square thumbnails 
(four wide by five rows), or a new format called 
“flow” displays your recent shots as well as 
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select choices from your friends on 500px. 
Clicking on any individual thumbnail takes 
the viewer to a large rendering on a nicely 
laid out page where one can like, dislike or 
add a photograph as a favorite to collect in 
your personalized favorites gallery where 
you can easily return to visit the collection of 
photographs that inspire you most. 

One of the newest features on 500px 
is the option to allow your photographs 
to be sold directly from the site via the 
500px Market.  Prints made available by 
photographers who opt in to the service 
are uniformly sold for $199 each, and digital 
downloads are $2.99.  Both grant non-
exclusive perpetual personal use licenses to 
the buyer for the work they are purchasing.  
They cannot be sold, or re-licensed to third 

parties. Title, ownership and all rights to sold 
images remain with the photographer. 

500px also promotes the social aspects 
of sharing photographs.  Viewers can post 
comments on photographs and build a social 
network of like-minded photographers. Voting 
for photographs contributes to the popular 
score of a particular image in interesting ways.  
Early votes weigh more heavily on a score.  
The first vote for a photograph will give it a 
score of 27.0.   Additional votes will add to the 
cumulative score but as votes accumulate and 
as the score approaches 100 they will add less 
to the overall total making it more difficult 
to get to the higher scores that separate the 
good photographs from the exemplary works.

As the Like votes accumulate, photographs 
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may be featured in the categories of “Favorites”, 
“Upcoming” or “Popular”, where they are 
highlighted and presented on the 500px 
website for even wider exposure to viewers.  
So, on this site, good work and quality of 
photography is both valued and rewarded.  
The psychological effect and reward to the 
photographer is inherent to this scoring and 
presentation on the site.  The really amazing 
photographs make their way to the top 
and eventually, if good enough, become an 
“Editor’s Choice” where they live in perpetuity 
in the top gallery of 500px photographs.  
Browse through the Editor’s Choice 
photographs and see if you don’t agree that 
they are an amazing collection of work.

The editors at 500px do a great job of 
promoting the best on 500px through 
regular posts of links to great photographs 

on social networks like Twitter, Facebook 
and Livejournal accounts. So even if a 
photograph hasn’t made it to one of the 
top categories on 500px yet, the editors 
will give good photographs a boost by 
recommending them in other ways.
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You can also choose to create and maintain 
a blog on 500px.  You can write a story to go 
with your shots that posts to a blog format 
on the 500px site. However, blogs are used 
inconsistently by photographers on the 
site, and aren’t one of the most popular 
features of 500px.  Perhaps it’s because most 
photographers already post and maintain a 
blog on their own photography sites.  Those 
photographers who do post to their 500px 
blogs offer details into their portfolios and 
share other work along with their portfolio 
shots.  Even though the use of the story 
features on 500px is inconsistent, there are 
some interesting blogs that are well worth 
checking out while you’re visiting.

Along with a homepage, you can also 
design a custom portfolio site on 500px 

using one of their templates.  They have just 
added some very nice choices with their 
latest update.  The portfolio page offers the 
opportunity to organize your photographs 
into collections in a themed layout of your 
choice.  You can customize your portfolio 
page with your own domain name, and 
offer some personal information including 
an optional contact form for others to get in 
touch with you through your “About” page.

500px also offers some valuable features 
to make it easy to add work to your 
collection.  My favorite is the Lightroom 
plugin, which allows you to easily upload 
from Lightroom.  In Lightroom 4, Adobe 
added a native 500px uploader in a beta 
version that syncs with your images and 
portfolio categories.
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What isn’t there to like about 500px?  
Not much.  Almost everything about it is 
just awesome.  However, one improvement 
they could make is to upgrade navigation 
options within their pages.  It’s not always 
easy to scroll to the next photograph in 
collections you’re looking through.  You 
have to go back to the thumbnails or go 
backwards in the browser.  Just a cautionary 
note, especially if you’re viewing 500px at 
work, there is nude photography on the site.  
500px defaults to screening it out. You can 
change that in the site settings.

I strongly recommend that you check out 
500px.  It’s a great place to share your best 
work and connect with the other amazingly 
talented photographers who contribute 
to the site.  The creative talents of a large 
and growing community of photographers 
will continually inspire you.  In turn, you’ll 
be rewarded with valuable opinions and 
recognition when you post your very best 
work for others to enjoy.  

Feel free to link up with me on 500px at 
http://500px.com/Bill_Mccarroll.  Join in!

500px as viewed on their stunning iPad app.

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Bill McCarroll. Please contact the author directly with any questions.

http://500px.com/Bill_McCarroll
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as photographers of the digital era, 
we’re naturally drawn to the latest 
and greatest technological gadgetry. 

We’re also extremely creative and artistic, and 
one could easily argue that nobody fuses 
technology with art better than Apple.

With the release of the new iPad, many 
photographers have been left wondering if 
they should take the plunge and buy one, 
or upgrade from a previous model. Apple 
has already redefined the modus operandi 

of several creative industries, but does the 
new iPad have the potential to make a solid 
impact in the realm of photography? This 
technological wonder appears to be eliciting 
the curiosity of photographers around the 
world - and they want to know: What tangible 
benefits does the new iPad offer for the 
modern digital photographer? 

The most distinguishing and instantly 
noticable feature of the new iPad is the 
stunning Retina display. Apple touts this device 

by Dave Seeram

Digital Photography’s

Game Changer?
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as “resolutionary”, and boy do they deliver. 
Packing an astounding 3.1 million pixels into a 
2048 x 1536 display, allows even the finest of 
details of an image to be drawn out. Couple 
that with the increased colour gamut, and 
photographs come to life. Quoting specs does 
not adequately describe it - you simply have to 
experience it for yourself.

The new iPad runs quickly with it’s new 
A5X processor too. That means faster graphics, 
quicker load times, and smooth running apps. 
Speaking of apps, this is one area of excellence 
that most hobbyist to semi-pro photographers 
will appreciate. 

Along with the release of the new iPad, 
Apple unveiled iPhoto for iOS5. At only 
$4.99, iPhoto offers extremely powerful, 
multi-touch image editing capabilities to 
the iPad and iPhone. It’s not just for small-
res or cameraphone/iPad-camera images 
either. Supporting up to 19MP images, 
photographers can import photos from their 
digital SLR using the iPad camera connection 
kit, and edit to their heart’s content.

Also joining the party is industry-
giant Adobe, who released their feature-
rich Photoshop Touch app, complete 
with walkthrough tutorials and editing 

An Experiment in iPhoto
A couple months ago, we went through a 

Photoshop tutorial for “drawing the eye” more 
towards the subject in a photo. I thought it 
would be an interesting experiment to try this 
same effect in iPhoto on the iPad to see how 
easy (or not) it would be to accomplish.

Clicking the magical “make everything 
look better” button had an impressive effect 
on boosting the contrast appropriately, and 
it seemed to deal with colour casts nicely. 
Applying a vignette is just as easy, and resizing 
(and repositioning) it can be done with a 
pinch-and-slide of the fingers. These must be 
those cool multi-touch image editing features 
I keep hearing about!

Lastly, I experimented with the darken and 
lighten brushes, which made “drawing the eye” 
even more impactful. A quick stroke of the 
sharpen brush over facial features completed 
the editing process in a mere 2 minutes flat. 
Impressive.



PhotographyBB online Magazine www.PhotographyBB.com

15

capabilities one would expect from that 
which bears the Photoshop name.

 There are plenty of other notable photo-
editing apps worth exploring, including Nik’s 
Snapseed, and PhotoForge2 for iPad. We’re 
talking serious image-editing power too. 
With an investment under $30 for all of the 
aforementioned apps, you’ll have everything 
ranging from automatic image enhancement, 
HDR, professional quality filters and effects, 
layers and masking, and much more.

One capability that amateurs and busy 
professionals will benefit from is the ability to 
blog from anywhere (that a wireless connection 
is available). Photographers love to blog! With 
access to Wordpress and other web-based 
blogging platforms, photographers can update 
their websites while on-the-go. 

For those who don’t manage their 
own website, yet still enjoy sharing their 
photographs with the world, the iPad has you 
covered too. The combination of portability, 
powerful image editing, and social media 
sharing integration, allows photographers to 
share their images across the popular social 
networks (such as Twitter, Facebook, Google+, 
Instagram, and Flickr to name a few). This 
makes it extremely easy for anyone to shoot, 
edit, and share vacation photos with loved 
ones - while on vacation (hey, us photo-geeks 
gotta have some tech-time at night, right?).

Of course, the professional and 
commercial photographers won’t be ditching 
their notebooks or Lightroom anytime soon. 
However, where the new iPad shines in 
their world is in portfolio presentation. As 
mentioned, the new iPad’s Retina display 
does justice to high quality photographs 

that no other portable display can currently 
match. The ability to showcase work to a 
client who can hold the iPad in their hands, 
swipe through images with their fingers, or 
immerse themselves in a slideshow complete 
with music, is one of the most engaging ways 
for professionals to display their portfolios.

One often overlooked group who can also 
benefit from the new iPad are the photography 
(and even art) enthusiasts. These folks may 
or may not be active photographers,  but 
they are hungry for knowledge, inspiration, 
and education. The portability,  wireless 
connectivity, and Retina display makes the new 
iPad the perfect device for enthusiasts to read 
photography eBooks, surf photo blogs, watch 
video tutorials, and even use the iPad as a 
field guide when shooting (via web resources). 
And, apps such as the enchanting 500px app 
provide inspirational browsing experiences that 
can literally last for hours (seriously!).

Whether the new iPad will revolutionize 
photography still remains to be seen. It does 
set new standards for how we will think about 
editing, sharing, and presenting our images. 
But for us, we feel the single most impressive 
use of the new iPad is... 
Reading the PhotographyBB Magazine!

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Dave Seeram. Please contact the author directly with any questions.

http://www.photographybb.com/craftandvision
http://www.youtube.com/user/DigitalRevCom
http://www.youtube.com/user/DigitalRevCom
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by Eva Polak

all great artists, regardless of the medium 
that they have chosen, are known and 
recognized by their own particular style 

of doing things. It is this personal style that 
makes Ansel Adams recognizable as “an Ansel 
Adams” and Henri Cartier-Bresson as “an Henri 
Cartier-Bresson”.

I believe everyone’s personal style 
emerges naturally. When learning how 
to photograph, we can be shown certain 
techniques, but our own natural style of 
making photographs tends to emerge. In 
the early stages of your development as 
a photographer, you may naturally feel 
insecure about your personal style. You can 
feel pressured to create your images in a 
certain way. It may take many years to learn 
how to stop worrying about what someone 
else thinks of your images, and gain a solid 
level of confidence about your own style.

A style is what naturally evolves from doing 
the work. So, the best way to develop your 
own unique style is to do a lot of photography. 
Practice and immersion in the things that 

fascinate you will help in finding yourself 
and also in becoming more comfortable 
expressing your inner voice. It is important 
to be constantly developing and growing 
as an artist. There is always more to learn, 
and you should constantly strive to improve 
observational skills, lighting techniques, and 
gain more knowledge of visual language.

Attend workshops and read both art 
and photography books, but at the same 
time, do not fall into the trap of becoming 
the clone of another photographer. When 
you attempt to copy another’s style you will 
often fail to create powerful images because 

Develop

  Style
your

personal
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you simply cannot duplicate the journey 
from concept to execution. You can choose 
the same subjects, use the same gear, and 
even design similar images, but you will fall 
short because there was no original idea or 
creativity behind the image. 

However, it may be helpful to try 
emulating the style of other artists’ work 
that you love. It could be the key to finding 
your own voice. Pick up new ideas and 
techniques from others and try them out. 
Some will feel comfortable and easy to adopt, 
so incorporate them into your own way of 
creating photographs.  Other techniques will 

feel unnatural to you, and if they don’t hold 
your interest, let those go. Your personal style 
is based on inspiration, understanding of the 
subject matter, and personal interpretations 
and perceptions. It is like constantly asking 
yourself, “How can I create the photography 
that I like? How can I do the work that fulfills 
my feelings as an artist?”

You can learn a lot about yourself by 
studying your own images as well as the 
work of other artists, and even art in general. 
Personal style is like a formula that works for 
you, that speaks to you, and it comes from 
you. Look at your images and see if certain 
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themes occur over and over again. Perhaps 
it will be a particular motif, a subject matter, 
or the way you like to capture the light. 
Whatever it is, explore it. Once you have 
an understanding of what appeals to you, 
go out and work on developing it to the 
point that it becomes second nature to you. 
Remember, it takes time to develop and to 
come to the realization about what it is that 
draws you to a particular way of doing things. 
Relax and enjoy your photography.

Working on personal style really comes 

down to developing faith in yourself and 
your artistic ability. This is a process that 
always evolves and always develops. It is 
about who you are as a unique individual 
rather than trying to be what others 
want you to be. Follow your heart. Do 
photography in any way you like, in any way 
that pleases you. Allow your individuality 
to shine through, and give your images a 
signature look that is distinctively yours. 
By going through this process, your 
photography will continue to improve and 
your personal style will automatically evolve.

Transcending Light
Creative Techniques, Close-ups, and Macro Photography
a workshop with Eva Polak (Apr 21/22, 2012)

This fun two-day workshop is intended for those interested in fine art creative
techniques in close-up and macro photography. Emphasis will be placed upon 
developing your own artistic vision and shooting from the heart.

Download the Trancending Light PDF for more information.

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Eva Polak. Please contact the author directly with any questions.

http://www.photographybb.com/Magazine_Sample_Downloads/Transcending_Light_April.pdf
http://www.photographybb.com/Magazine_Sample_Downloads/Transcending_Light_April.pdf
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by Jason Anderson
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3 tiPs to helP you iMProve your Portrait PhotograPhy

as photographers, some of us are drawn to shooting landscapes, others to architecture, 
and some of us enjoy photographing people.  Like moths to a flame, a particular genre 
just calls out to us.  This doesn’t mean other genres are beyond our reach.  However, for 

these other disciplines, it will require more focus (if you’ll pardon the pun) to get things right 
so that you or your clients are pleased with the results.

Portrait photography is one area in particular where a little guidance can go a long 
way in getting great results.  While we can talk about aesthetics, rules of composition, 
and that sort of stuff until the cows come home, I’ve found some of the “guidelines” here 
are better stated as rules. Not only do they result in better aesthetics, they are also drawn 
from the rules of physics.  

PoRTRAITS

Getting 
Started with
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Originally, the plan was to get our models 
into a studio environment where we could 
really get scientific, but in the end we 
decided to deal with real-world scenarios and 
shoot these images on the fly.  This worked 
out great because not only did we have a 
blast in making the shots, but we were able 
to demonstrate the ability to work with 
challenging backgrounds (we were behind a 
warehouse!) when beautiful or staged ones 
are not always present.

Tip #1: minimize Distracting 
Backgrounds

More than anything else, a distracting 
background can detract from an otherwise 
excellent portrait session.  To prevent the 
background from becoming a distraction, it 
helps to keep some distance between your 
subject and the background.  The rule I’ve 
always gone by is 10 feet (3 meters) or more.  

The reason for this is because shadows are 
minimized, and you can get some separation 
between that and your subject.  Take a look at 
my friend here (Bill).  I had him stand in front 
of an intentionally distracting background - a 
wire fence with a bunch of tree branches also 
entering the scene.  Not an ideal scenario 
for sure if you want great portraits.  This can 
be dealt with by moving your subject from 
further from the background.  Look at the 
difference (below)!

Tip #2: Depth of Field
This ties into physics when you start 

thinking about depth of field.  In general, 
portraits will usually be shot at apertures 
somewhere between f4 and f5.6 (maybe f8 
if you are bold).  This defines the range of 
sharpness for your subject, which generally 
starts with their face if you are using auto 
focus.  The smaller the aperture number, the 

In this series of shots, our model (Bill) was positioned at different distances from the background starting with 2 feet (left), 5 feet (middle), and 10 feet (right). The further 
away your subject is from the background, the less distracting it becomes in the finished image.
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shorter the depth of field from the foreground 
to the background.  The result - a blurred, less 
distracting background!  In the gallery for this 
series, I shot each person at f4, then at f6.7 and 
finally at a higher f-stop (typically f8 or f11).

Our second subject (Chris) is a motorcycle 
dude.  We wanted to go for something 
of a “bad-ass” look, and the harsh lighting 
conditions of the afternoon really worked 
well for that.  For the first set, I put him up 
against a dock railing at the warehouse, 
with some parked cars in the background.  
Horrible, right?  But look what happens as 
I both bring him away from the dock (two, 
five, and then ten feet), while dropping my 
aperture as well.  Even at two feet from the 
rail, it’s less of a mug shot and something 
close to a headshot.

By the time we are ten feet away from the 
horrible background (and my aperture is down 

to f4), we’ve actually got a fairly cool looking 
portrait.  Now in a perfect world, I might want 
my lighting to be a little less harsh, but the 
object lesson is well demonstrated here.

Tip #3: Distance to Subject 
This will vary based on your lens selection, 

but I typically use a lens with a focal length 
range of 100-200mm.  The reason here is 
because the physics of the optics will have a 
compression effect on your subject, otherwise 
known as “making the subject a little thinner”.    
(Hint: Most people like looking thin!)  Now it 
becomes a matter of positioning our subject 
at an appropriate distance to allow this 
compression to happen.  It also will give you 
a little room around the edges of the frame 
to crop horizontally or vertically if needed.  
Generally, this distance is in the range of 6-8 
feet (2 – 2.5 meters) between your camera and 
your subject.

In this series of shots, our motorcycle “dude” (Chris) was positioned at different distances from the background starting with 2 feet (left), 5 feet (middle), and 10 feet (right). With a 
combination of lowering our f-stop down to f4 and our 10 foot distance to the background, we were able to minimize even the most extreme of distracting backgrounds.
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When working in a limiting environment, 
a good rule of thumb is to have your 
subject relatively in the middle between 
your camera and the background.  If 
your subject is closer to the background 
than you like, what do you have to do to 
maintain that ratio?  Move closer!

In this case, that meant zooming my 
70-200mm lens in closer.  This also creates a 
nice separation effect from the background 
by partially removing it from the field of 
view.  Take a look at these shots of Kirsten 
(above).  Our same scenario holds as before, 
at two feet, five feet, and ten feet from 
the other railing and a dumpster!  Again, a 
horrible background one would think, but 
look at the improvement when I positioned 
her ten feet away, zoomed in nice and tight 
on the shot, and dropped my aperture to f4 
– amazing!

mind Those Backgrounds, 
When Possible!

Keep in mind; it’s generally not a good 
idea to intentionally select poor backgrounds. 
We intentionally did so here to demonstrate 
methods for minimizing potential 
background distractions that may arise in 
various shooting situations. Bad backgrounds 
and harsh lighting can be tricky situations 
to handle, but it doesn’t mean that you can’t 
get some good shots.  The point though is 
well demonstrated that your portraiture will 
improve measurably by taking advantage 
of positioning between you, your subject, 
and the background, and also by dialing 
your aperture settings more open to throw 
backgrounds even further out of focus.  It just 
goes to show that even with photography, 
you can take lemons and make lemonade!

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Jason Anderson. Please contact the author directly with any questions.

In this series of shots, Kristen was positioned at different distances from the background starting with 2 feet (left), 5 feet (middle), and 10 feet (right). In the shot on the right, 
we combined the distance of 10 feet (to the background), low f-stop of f4, and a tight zoom to minimize the distractions from this busy background.
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Is there a worse fate than paying too much tax?  Like most 
people, you do everything you can to (legally) reduce the 
amount of tax that you pay.  You keep every receipt and 
you check last year’s tax return to be sure you don’t miss 
something that you claimed last year.  But, the question 
remains… Are you claiming ALL of your deductions?

by Rodney Payne

of your eligible tax
DEDuCTIoNS

Disclaimer: Please note that this discussion is for general information purposes only, and is not 
intended to be tax advice for a specific individual.  Everyone’s income tax situation is different.  
While the information in this article is written from a Canadian perspective, many of the deductions 
noted do apply to the USA and/or other jurisdictions. Always seek the advice of a qualified tax 
professional from your area to ensure your deductions are claimed accurately.

CLAIm 
ALL
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If you are earning income from selling 
photography services, you likely fall in the 
category that the Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) calls “Retail Trade Industries”, and you 
are allowed to claim that you are a business.  
You have to declare all your revenue as a 
photographer (sales of digital/film prints, 
negatives, design consulting, etc.), and you 
are entitled to claim reasonable expenses 
against this revenue.

For unincorporated businesses, revenue 
and expenses are reported on Form T2125 
on your annual income tax return.  You can 
pick up a copy of this form at any Tax Services 
Office, online at http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/e/
pbg/tf/t2125/ or you can request a printed 
form by contacting the CRA by telephone 
(http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/cntct/phn-eng.
html).  The form is also included with most 
tax return software.

Some things to note when you are sorting 
your receipts:  Firstly, if you are not registered 
for GST/HST purposes, then make sure you 
claim the full expense listed on your receipt, 
not just the pre-tax portion.  Secondly, 
you can only claim half of your meals and 
entertainment expenses; if you spent $1,000, 
you only get the tax break on $500.  Thirdly, 
your equipment will usually get reported on 
a different form – the T2125 CCA Summary.

Gear Expenses
The CRA allows you to claim only a portion 

of the expense for your more expensive, 
durable items.  This is sometimes called 
Capital Cost Allowance (CCA), and sometimes 
called amortization. For example, a camera 
would be amortized, but the memory cards 
would be expensed.  On most photography 
equipment, you can claim 20% of all amounts 

not previously expensed.  However, in the first 
year, you can only claim 10% of the purchase 
price as an expense.  In Year 2, you claim 
20% of the purchase price less the 10% you 
claimed in Year 1; in Year 3, you claim 20% of 
the remaining balance, and so on.  There are 
many different classes of assets, and each has 
a specific rate of amortization.  Computer 
equipment, for example, has had 4 different 
classes (and 4 different rates) since 2007.

home office Expenses
CRA will also allow you to claim a portion 

of your household expenses if you are using 
space in your home for storing, manipulating, 
developing, or otherwise working on your 
photography business.  To determine the 
percentage of your expenses to claim, total up 
the square footage of workspace and divide 

Image courtesy of Pentax

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t2125/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t2125/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/cntct/phn-eng.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/cntct/phn-eng.html
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by the total square footage 
of your house (exclude 
bathrooms, kitchens, and 
porches).  The lines for 
entering these expenses, 
and the percentage of use 
are also on the Form T2125.

Automobile 
Expenses

Finally, if you use your 
own vehicle for business 
travel, CRA allows you to 
claim a portion of your 
automobile expenses.  You 
are required to keep a log 
of how much driving you 
do for business purposes.  
Show the date of the trip, where you went, 
and how far you drove.

Keep every receipt for the year, total 
them up and report them on the Form 
T2125 Auto.  You will also need to know how 

many kilometres you drove for business and 
how many kilometres you drove in total 
for the year.  So, if you drove 3,000 km for 
business and 18,000 overall, you would get 
to claim back 3,000/18,000 (or 1/6) of all your 
automobile expenses (which may include gas, 
maintenance, insurance, etc.).

Travel Expenses
So what about travel?  

Let’s say you took a trip 
to Hawaii, and spent part 
of your time relaxing on 
Waikiki Beach, but you 
also invested some of your 
time taking travel photos 
that you hope to sell.  In 
this case, you should split 
the charges, similar to the 
ideas above – determine 
what’s a fair split between 
work time and personal / 
relaxation time.  As long 
as you’re reasonable, you 
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should be able to defend it if CRA comes 
calling.  It also might depend on where you 
go.  While Hawaii has obvious relaxation 
components, somewhere like Baffin Island 
would be less of a vacation destination.

There is one other aspect to travel – if you 
take the trip at the request of a client, you 
would be almost always be eligible to claim all 
the trip expenses, as you wouldn’t have gone 
but for the paid task at hand.

Be Responsible!
For all expenses you claim, keep your 

receipts.  While you do not have to submit 
them when you file your income tax return, 
you may be asked to supply them as proof at 
a later date.  If you do not have the receipt, 

CRA may disallow your claim and you may 
have to repay the taxes.

So be sure to hang on to all of your 
receipts and keep an organized record of 
your business-related expenses throughout 
the year. With the assistance of a qualified 
income tax specialist, you may be able to 
claim significant deductions, and that can 
equal money back in your pocket to invest 
into future photography gear.

This article and photos contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Rodney Payne. Please contact the author directly with any questions.

Rodney Payne, CGA is a Senior Accountant 
with Fitzpatrick and Company, Chartered 
Accountants in Charlottetown.  If you have a 
specific question about your business, you can 
e-mail it to rpayne@fitzandco.ca 
or call (902) 628-9000.

mailto:rpayne@fitzandco.ca
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you have a passion for photography. Your family and friends tell you that you’re really 
talented. Maybe you’re even posting some of your images to your Facebook page. There’s 
another method for sharing your photography that perhaps you should consider. Have you 

thought about starting your own photography blog?

At this point, you’re probably asking one of two things: 1) What’s a blog? or 2) Yeah, yeah I 
know what a blog is, but I’m not computer savvy and I have no idea how to start a blog!

So let’s tackle the first question. If you aren’t sure what a blog is exactly, that’s okay, 
there’s no shame in that. I asked the very same question just a couple of years ago. A blog 
(or web log) is a personal journal of sorts. It’s a platform that the blog author uses to discuss 
any variety of topics. There are cooking blogs, political blogs, technology blogs...you get the 
idea.  In the traditional sense, a blog is comprised of multiple entries (or posts) that expound 
the opinions of the individual writing the blog. A photography blog does the same thing 
through your words and images. 

PHOTOGRAPHY BLoG?
by Edith Itzcovici-Levy

Have you
thought about
starting your own
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A photography blog can take many 
forms. I’ve seen bloggers create a “365 
Day” day blog, committing or challenging 
themselves to post a picture a day for a year. 
Too big a commitment? How about “Project 
52” - a picture a week for a year? There are 
no set rules, you can post as frequently or 
infrequently as you like, but we’ll talk more 
about that a little later.

 
The simple answer to the second question 

is that you don’t have to be a programming 
wizard or know CSS (Cascading Style Sheets) 
to design your own blog.  There are weblog 
publishers across the internet that will host 

your blog for free using a multitude of 
“themes” or templates. You select the theme; 
background color, header style and so on. 
The design is already created for you, and all 
you have to do is provide the content. As an 
example, let’s take Wordpress.com. There are 
currently 170 themes available on Wordpress, 
and of those, about 130 are free. 

Before we dive in any further let me just say 
that my blog is hosted by Wordpress and I’m 
quite happy with them and the service they 
provide. I am not affiliated with Wordpress nor 
do I make any monetary gains by highlighting 
them. Now that’s out of the way, let’s continue!

Screenshot of www.edithlevyphotography.com
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  Before you even start creating your blog 
online you should consider the following:

1. What are your goals and objectives? 
You’ll need to ask yourself this question 
and the answer may be as simple as... “I 
want to share my pictures with family and 
friends.” Alternatively, you may be hoping 
to attract a larger audience and potentially 
get your photography off the ground as a 
business. If it’s the latter then there are some 
considerations you will need to think about 
when selecting a host / platform for your 

blog. Can you add multiple pages to your 
site? When creating your blog you should 
include an “About” page so that you can let 
your readers know a little bit about yourself. 
It’s also a good idea to have a contact 
page so that your readers can contact you 
privately. Down the road you may start 
thinking about selling your images. Will 
your site support a gallery of your images 
or link to another provider? Ensure that 
the host you select has the capability to 
support additional pages so that your site 
will grow with you.

2. How often will you post? Creating a 
presence on the web and allowing search 
engines and potential readers to find you 
means that you should post regularly. 
Whether you decide on a “365 Day” project 
(posting once a day) or a “52 Week” project 
(posting once a week), be consistent. Once 
readers find you and realize what incredible 
content you’re providing, they’ll want to 
come back. Some readers will subscribe to 
your blog while others may bookmark it 
and visit when they know you’ll post new 
content. There’s nothing worse than visiting 
a blog over and over again and not seeing 
fresh content.

The question of posting frequency comes 
up all the time, and with that, the question 
of quality. Quality always beats out quantity.  
Publish a post if you feel it will add value to 
your readers. When it comes to photography 
blogs, publish only your best work. While art 
is subjective, your audience will appreciate 
unique, creative and technically solid images. 
As you establish yourself in the blogsphere 
you’ll find that people will want to learn from 
you, and sharing how you created an image 
will have people coming back for more.
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3. Leaving and receiving comments. As 
a reader of blogs whenever I come across 
content that leaves an impression on me, 
whether it’s an image or an impressive piece 
of writing, I leave a comment or feedback to 
let the writer know how valuable I found the 
post (this is a built-in function of all blogging 
platforms). Once I started blogging, I came to 
realize how important receiving comments 
from my readers was. Whether it was a 
compliment or a specific piece of feedback, 
it helps me improve as an artist. I still get as 
excited today when I receive a comment as I 
did when I first started blogging.

Leaving comments on other people’s blogs 
serves another purpose as well, especially 
when you’re starting out. Comments can be 

a very effective tool for promoting your own 
blog. Most sites will require you to enter 
your name, email address (never published) 
and URL before leaving a comment. This will 
create a hyperlink on your name which will 
direct others to your site, so ensure that your 
comments add value. While a comment 
such as “Great post!” is nice, leaving a more 
detailed comment as to why you liked the 
post or offering constructive feedback will 
impress other readers and may lead them to 
check out your website.

4. Social Networking – Don’t underestimate 
the value of social networking. This is an 
invaluable marketing and self-promotion 
tool. Social networking allows you to build 
relationships and interact with your readers by 
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letting them know when you’ve created new 
content. Starting out, I found Twitter to be of 
most value. I started following photographers 
and bloggers whose work I’d admired, and 
before long they were following me. My 
followers share my posts with their followers 
and as my Twitter following grew so did my 
unique site visits. Other social networking sites 
that I use are Facebook, Google+ and 500px. 
The key to social networking, as with anything 
else on the Internet, is consistency. Build a 
following by being visible, posting frequently 
and posting quality content.

I hope that I’ve given you a few things to 
think about as you embark on this adventure. 
One of the things that I learned rather quickly 
is that the photographic community is a 
large and generous one. I’m fortunate to have 
made some wonderful friends through my 
blog - individuals who are also passionate 

about photography and who are very giving 
of their time, knowledge and experience. This 
community encourages each other to grow 
in their craft, and cheers each other on as we 
meet with success. Enjoy the ride!

Edith Itzcovici-Levy is a mother, photographer, 
published author & entrepreneur living in 
canada. Based in toronto, edith has had a love 
for photography and photographic pursuits for 
over 20 years. Focusing on landscape and travel 
photography, edith is passionate about finding 
unique places to photograph.

You can find Edith at:
http://www.edithlevyphotography.com
http://500px.com/edithlevyphotography
http://www.facebook.com/edithlevyPhotography
twitter: @Edithlevy21

This article and photos contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Edith Itzcovici-Levy. Please contact the author directly with any questions.

http://www.edithlevyphotography.com 
http://500px.com/edithlevyphotography
http://www.facebook.com/EdithLevyPhotography 
http://twitter.com/Edithlevy21
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The magic of
PoINT & ShooT

These compact 
workhorses now rival 
the image quality of 
consumer DSLRs. 

Should you add one to 
your arsenal of gear?

compact cameras, known better as 
“point and shoot”, are the most popular 
cameras sold today.  Yet point and 

shoot cameras are underrated by many 
photographers, even though they are among 
the fast growing segment in the camera 
industry.  The reality is, most of the media 
buzz centers around DSLR cameras because 
that is where the money is for camera 
manufacturers.  DSLR cameras require so 
much more in the ways of investment in 
add-ons such as lenses, accessories, flashes, 
remotes, and gear bags.  This is where the big 
bucks are in the photography market.  This is 
why the only time we ever really hear about 
a point and shoot camera is when a new 
model is released or reviewed. 

With the advancements in sensor 
technology, the new advanced point and 
shoot cameras now compete with the 
image quality of consumer-level DSLRs.  Yet 
some photographers are selling these small 
powerhouses short, and that is really a shame.  
On the other hand, many DSLR shooters are 
now moving to adopt these powerful point 
and shoot cameras as part of their gear bag.

You may be surprised to learn that a good 
number of professional photojournalists carry 
point and shoot cameras because of their 
high quality.  Additionally, the compact size 
allows photographers to go unnoticed and 
offers them the ability to move fast.  These 
photographers include Pulitzer Prize-winning 

by Jon Ayres
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photographers David Hume Kennerly and 
Brian Smith, David Hobby, Washington DC 
photojournalist David Burnett, Outdoor/
Adventure photographer Corey Rich, and 
Lifestyle/Advertising photographer Tom 
Hussey are among the many photojournalists 
choosing to use point and shoot cameras 
(reference: Photoshelter). 

Of course, DSLR cameras are tops when it 
comes to professional image quality, but the 
trade-off is carrying that heavy camera around 
all day or having to acquire special permission 
to use a DSLR camera at certain events.  
There is more to great photography than just 
image quality.  The camera is only a tool.  It is 
how you use this tool that yields compelling 
photos.  In fact, a popular trend these days 
is to use software that downgrades image 
quality of digital photos to give them a more 
rustic, timeless feel to them.

Last summer while hiking in the Crimean 
Mountains, I learned an important lesson 
first hand.  I was carrying my Panasonic 

FZ-50 (a bridge camera as large as a DSLR) 
and its case, including just about all of my 
camera gear.  I tired out quickly and I could 
not keep up with the group.  Many of us 
are no longer in as good shape as we were 
in our youth, and carrying heavy gear can 
make a significant impact on the quality of 
your photography when it comes time to 
start shooting. It was then that I decided to 
start seriously looking for a good point and 
shoot camera.

If you enjoy doing street photography, 
then you are familiar with how people react 
when they see a big camera pointing at 
them.  In street photography, DSLR cameras 
tend to make people feel uneasy.  It is much 
easier to capture natural looking shots with 
a compact camera.  Of course the big zoom 
of a DSLR can help in capturing candid 
shots, but still the large camera draws 
attention, and sometimes it is unwanted 
attention.  This leads us to the number one 
advantage of small, high quality point and 
shoot cameras - creative photography.

In places like the Moscow 
Metro, point and shoot 
cameras are perfect because 
they are small and do not 
draw much attention.  I was 
able to grab a quick photo 
as I passed by this statue of 
the Defenders of Russia.

http://blog.photoshelter.com/2010/07/15-digital-point-and-shoot-cameras-used-by-pros/
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Point and Shoot Creativity, 
Where the magic Begins 

There is no doubt that DSLR cameras offer 
the best photo quality, however, point and 
shoots are able to provide photographers with 
something else – creative liberty, or should 
I say, creative challenges. Sure, there are 
shortcomings with point and shoot cameras, 
and often, having these limiting factors 
makes the users of point and shoot cameras 
more creative.  This really is not a bad idea, 
to make a photographer think instead of just 
choosing a setting or two and pressing the 
shutter button. It’s about finding ways to take 
interesting photos while overcoming your 
camera’s weaknesses.  This is what creative 
photography is all about no matter what type 
of camera you are using.     

Some of the more advanced point and 
shoot cameras come with the manual 
capabilities previously only available to DSLRs. 
Using manual features will open the door to 
creative photography that was never before 
offered in smaller point and shooters.  So 
nowadays, I consider manual settings to be a 
must-have feature for any camera I buy.

Most creative photography starts 
with using manual settings. Photography 
throughout the ages has been based on the 
use of an aperture and a shutter for both 
exposure and creative control, and this applies 
to point and shoot cameras as well.  Having a 
camera that allows you to adjust these settings 
can mean the difference between taking just a 
snapshot and a gallery quality artwork. 

Another interesting factor to consider 
is that most point and shoot cameras only 
have LCD screens instead of viewfinders.  
However, using the LCD screen does allow for 

composing some great shots with your point 
and shoot.  The LCD is far more viewable 
when it comes to extremely low angles, or 
shots that may require contorting one’s self 
into an awkward position.  I use a GorillaPod, 
which works perfect with my small point and 
shoot camera.  Its flexible legs hold my small 
camera to almost anything. 

Experiment with different angles.  Try lying 
down on the floor, getting on your knees, 
climb to a higher vantage point, or sit on top 
of a tall building to take a picture from a high 
angle. I have even climbed trees a few times 
to photograph a landscape.  Experimenting 
with various angles might just surprise you and 
yield the best photographs you have taken in 
a long time, like sliding your point and shoot 
camera under a small wildflower and shooting 
upwards.  Composition and angles are the 
foundation of creative photography.  Of course, 
you could accomplish this with a DSLR too, 
but it certainly is easier when you can hold and 
compose a shot with the negligible weight of a 
point and shoot camera held in one hand.
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Point and shoot cameras also perform 
very well in macro photography.  The macro 
modes on most point and shoot cameras 
rival anything taken with a DSLR.  Plus it is 
extremely easy to get shots at different angles 
that DSLR users can only dream about, like 
slipping your camera under wildflowers that 
only stand three or four inches tall.  This is a 
fantastic area to really let your creativity flow.  

For those who may be interested, one 
of the best books on macro photography 
that I recommend is, “Creative Close-Ups - 
Digital Photography Tips & Techniques” by 
Harold Davis.  This book covers most of the 
creative styles within macro photography like 
HDR work with flowers, selective focusing, 
motion, image stacking, impressionist macro 
photography, colors and abstraction, flowers 
and even digital painting. 

Finding the Perfect Point and 
Shoot for Your Photography

Finding the perfect point and shoot 
camera that fits your photography style can 

be a challenge, considering that there are just 
so many makes and models out there.  Just 
like there are specialized DSLR cameras, there 
are also specialized point and shoot cameras.  
First, you have to decide what type of 
photography you enjoy doing the most, then 
decide if you want a point and shoot camera 
that is good for general photography, or one 
that performs better in your area of specialty.  
Certain models of point and shoot cameras 
excel in different areas of photography.  

So Which one do I use?
After a month of serious investigation, I 

determined that the best fit with my style 
of photography is the Canon SX220 HS.  I 
particularly like the feature of their CHKD 
firmware upgrades.  CHDK is a firmware 
enhancement that operates on a number of 
Canon models, created and maintained by a 
group of Canon owners and users. CHDK is 
only loaded into your camera’s memory upon 
booting up (either manually or automatically), 
from the memory card. It provides additional 
functions beyond that currently provided by 

Available light photography is a big 
part of my photography, so any point 
and shoot camera I choose will have 
to do this type of photography well.  
This photo comes directly from my 
Canon SX220 HS.  The photo is sharp 
and clean - pretty darn good for a 
small pocket camera and an image 
with no processing! 
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the native camera firmware.  CHDK is not a 
permanent firmware upgrade: you decide 
how and when it is loaded, and you can 
always easily remove it since it does not alter 
the actual firmware of the camera. 

The Canon SX220 HS is fairly fast, handles 
low light situations well, has a long zoom, 
and is well stabilized. So, considering all these 
features along with my personal photographic 
style, the SX220 made for the best choice for 
the type of photography I do. 

Final thoughts
Point and shoot cameras are no longer just 

an amateur’s camera, but an important tool 
in the serious photographer’s arsenal.  They 

have advanced to include a host of options,  
manual settings, and are capable of producing 
quality photos that rival DSLR quality images.  
Consider taking on a point and shoot camera 
for the times when a DSLR is not possible, 
or as an excellent travel camera that won’t 
weigh you down. Again, all cameras have their 
strengths and weaknesses, but if you take the 
time to find the perfect camera suited to your 
style and learn how to use it well, I think you 
will be proud of the photos you create.

(Above) Architecture is my main photographic discipline, 
so any camera I buy has to do this type of photography 
well.  This is a photo of the Ostankino Palace chapel, 
consecrated in 1683, that I took as I passed by on the 
monorail.  The windows were dirty with reflections, but I 
enjoy the effect it lends to the photo.  

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Jon D. Ayres. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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adding textures to a photo has become 
a popular method of creating a 
more painterly effect to the reality of 

photography. A number of groups on Flickr 
are dedicated specifically to either base 
textures that artists have created, or photos 
that have been enhanced by textures.  

Making your own texture is both fun and 
relatively easy.  Photos of old books, letters, 
bokeh, out of focus patterns, and so much 

more can be manipulated in Photoshop for 
use as textures.  However, you can begin to 
experiment right away with a quick texture 
download from Flickr. Most texture creators 
will allow you to download and use their 
textures for free, but ask that you credit 
their work. Some also want you to post 
your results under their texture. Be sure to 
read each creator’s guidelines for use if you 
go this route.  The textures shown in this 
article have been created by Parée (her Flickr 
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Step 1
Open your photo to which you will be adding 
the texture.

Step 2
Go to the menu: File > Place...

A dialog box will appear, allowing you to 
navigate (on your hard drive) to the texture file 
you would like to use.  

If you haven’t created your own texture, feel 
free to download the sample one here, or any 
other available textures on sites like Flickr. 
Click OK to place the texture on your photo.

Step 3
After placing the texture, you may notice that it 
doesn’t quite cover your image entirely. If that is 
the case, drag the corner or side anchor points 
on the texture so that it covers your photo.

Press Enter to finish placing the texture.

name is Pareeerica).  Here is a link to the “colours of the rainbow confetti” texture used in this 
demonstration, and from there you can find all Parée’s textures.

Although this tutorial is written using Photoshop CS5, other programs that make use of layers 
will also work well.  Essentially, the process of applying textures is very simple. You layer the texture 
over the photo, and selectively erase the texture where you want the photo to show through. The 
trick is to get the opacities of the eraser and texture to an artistic level.  So, let’s begin!

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8078381@N03/4015781953/in/set-72157623002934691/
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Step 4
Once the texture layer is scaled to fit over the 
photo, go to the Layers Palette, and lower 
the opacity of the texture layer to around 
50%, allowing you to see the photo below.

You can also try experimenting with different 
blend modes such as “Overlay” or “Soft Light”, 
but in this case, “Normal” worked best.
 

Step 5
With the texture layer active, click on the 
“Add Layer Mask” option at the bottom of the 
layers palette. 

At this point the process becomes creative 
since you will decide how much texture you 
remove and where, and how opaque you 
want the texture in the end.  Decide which 
area of the photo you want to make the 
most prominent.  With a soft, black brush, 
paint over the areas in your photo where you 
would like to erase or decrease the amount 
of the texture. You can lower the brush opacity to allow for multiple passes over certain areas of 
your image. If you accidently mask out too much, you can switch to a white brush to “paint” back 
in some of the texture. 

Keep checking the results by 
bringing the opacity slider back 
up to 100% on the texture layer.  

When you think you have it, bring 
the texture opacity back up to 
between 80% and 100%.  The final 
result should be that the subject 
of the photo is at least somewhat 
prominent, with other features 
gently enhancing it through the 
texture.  In the tulip example, at 
this point I also cloned out the 
green stem on the top right.
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Get creative!
Of course, there are many ways to apply textures using different tools and editing programs.  
The principle remains the same though: Apply the texture over the base photo, and selectively 
remove the texture where you want something to show through.  The difficulty is developing an 
eye for which base photos and textures will work artistically together.  

Here are some additional examples of “texturized” photo-art:

A special thanks to Parée Eagleton 
(Pareeerica) for providing her 
textures to the photographic 
community. 

She encourages those who 
use her textures to post what 
they have done in the texture’s 
comment section. Exploring what 
she and others have posted on 
her Flickr page is a great place to 
find inspiration.  Now, go forth 
and texture!

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8078381@N03/sets/72157603745560932/with/4015781953/
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PhotograPhyBB ForuMs Photo assignMents

Photo assignMent: “shaDows”

For this assignment, participants were asked to look at light differently, by 
photographing “the shadow of an object”. These were our top selections, but make 
sure to visit the forums to see more great entries!

(top left) Photo by “Pamelasoup72”. (Bottom left) Photo by “Debrasue” . (right) Photo by “Paok”.
thanks to all participating members. We look forward to all of your submissions in our upcoming challenges!

http://photographybb.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=9988
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Do You have a 
Great Idea for 
a Photography 

Article?

We are looking for talented 
individuals who would like 
to expand their portfolios by 
volunteering to contribute 
articles to this e-magazine! 
If you are interested, we’d 
love to hear from you.
topics of interest are:
- Photography Techniques 
- Photography on Location 
- Photoshop Tutorials 
- Hardware / Software Reviews 
- Camera Equipment 
- Member Spotlight 
- Plus we’re open to new ideas!

To become either a regular contributing 
author, or even just for a one-time article, 
please email us at:  

magazine@photographybb.com

Introduce yourself, share your idea, 
and maybe we’ll see you in next 
month’s issue!

Step into the Spotlight!
Would you like to be featured in the 
PhotographyBB online spotlight on Member 
section? if so, please let us know at: 
magazine@photographybb.com

We’ll feature your photos, a small biography and 
write-up about you, as well as links to your web 
gallery or photography related business. We all 
love photography and image editing, so let’s get to 
know each other!

been Around the World?
We are looking for talented writers who would like 
to share their experiences in visiting far away places, 
or even your home town for that matter. in our 
Photography around the World column, we take our 
readers on a photographic journey, and we would 
like you to be our tour guide.

if you would like to share your story and 
photography of a city you have visited, please 
contact us and share your idea with our team. We’d 
love to hear from you!

Discounts for readers:
For those of you who are interested in getting into 
hDr photography, there simply is no better hDr 
software then hDrsoft’s Photomatix Pro, available 
as a stand alone software and as a Photoshop 
Plugin. Visit:
http://www.photographybb.com/hdr/
and use the coupon code: photographybb.com 
for a special discount. also, check out the shop 
PhotographyBB site for links to some great deals on 
cameras and accessories. Best deals on the web!

thank you for reading the PhotographyBB online 
Magazine. We hope  you enjoyed it, and we’d 
love to see you again next month. if you have 
any questions or comments for us regarding 
this magazine, please feel free to email us at: 
magazine@photographybb.com

mailto:magazine@photographybb.com 
http://www.photographybb.com/hdr/ 
mailto:magazine@photographybb.com

