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From The Editor’s Desk

PhotographyBB online magazine issue thirty-six: the end of year three!

dave seeram is the editor in chief for PhotographyBB online magazine. as 
the administrator of the PhotographyBB Website and forums, dave is also 
an experienced author of several Photoshop® actions and tutorials which 
can be found on http://www.PhotographyBB.com

Welcome to the 36th edition of the PhotographyBB Online Magazine. This edition 
also officially marks the end of our 3rd year of consecutive monthly publications! It’s been 
an incredible journey thus far, and without releasing any of our secrets, I can promise all 

of you that our 4th year is only going to get better and better! There have been so many changes 
in the digital photo industry, coupled with the changes in the mobile computing industry, so we 
look forward to bringing you all an improved product in this magazine for the years to come. 

Traditionally, our first release of the New Year is a thinner and lighter issue. However, our writers 
have been working extremely hard through the rigors of Holiday and New Years aftermaths, to 
bring you a hearty dose of photographic goodness! 

As the mobile and cloud computing world evolves, new and truly innovative products are 
right on the horizon. This month, we are fortunate enough to have a sneak peak at the new 
Google Chrome OS Notebook. Our photo-guru and social media maestro, Mike Frye gives us a 
review of this product from both the photographer’s and the social networker’s points of view.

Our newest team member, Eva Polak, brings us a visually evocative look at learning how to 
see with an impressionist’s eye for light - the most important element for ANY photographer. In 
another “artistic” article, Jon Ayres gives us his insights on how digital art just might be the latest 
revolution in the art world.

In our learning features, Grady Layman kicks off a new portraiture series on wedding 
photography, with this month’s focus being on the importance of solid planning. Bill McCarroll 
also talks about planning and goal setting, and how this can be one of the most important factors 
in your growth as a learning/improving photographer.

On the software front, yours truly gives you a Photoshop technique you can use to create 
your own special Valentine’s card (digital or print), which can also be used any number of ways 
the whole year ‘round. Also, Jason Anderson shows us just how powerful the Crop Tool in 
Lightroom 3 can be once you know all of the features of this handy all-in-one tool! Jason also 
double-contributed this month with a great article on snowmobiling in Keystone, CO.

My thanks to all of our readers and contributing writers for 3 wonderful years. Here’s to many 
more for the future. Now grab your coffee, sit by the fire, and enjoy our 36th edition!

  
Dave Seeram, Editor and Publisher

http://www.photographybb.com
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Meet the PhotographyBB Team!
SNAPSHOTS OF THE CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS AND PHOTOGRAPHYBB ONLINE MAGAZINE TEAM MEMBERS

DavE SEEraM is the Editor of the 
PhotographyBB Online Website, 
PhotographyBB Forums, and Editor/Pub-
lisher of the PhotographyBB Online Maga-
zine. Dave is also a digital photography 
and Photoshop enthusiast. 
PhotographyBB | Twitter | Facebook

Eva POLaK is one of New Zealand’s leading 
fine art photographers. With her specialty 
in impressionist photography, Eva is 
the author of two books and provides 
workshops on teaching creativity in fine 
art photography. 
Website | Books 

JOn ayrES is a digital photographer from the 
United States, now living in Moscow. He 
enjoys photography, writing, and history. 
Jon has been involved in writing, digital art 
and photography for over 30 years and is a 
published photographer and author.
Blog | Flickr | RedBubble

GraDy LayMan is our resident portraiture 
specialist who always strives to create 
unique photographs. Never placing 
restraints on creativity, Grady enjoys 
hard work and collaborating with other 
creative people.
Portfolio | Facebook | Flickr

MIKE FryE is a talented photographer as 
well as avid blogger, flickrite, and social 
networking guru. Mike loves sharing 
knowledge, and showcasing talented 
photographers through his photography 
blog.
Blog | Twitter | Flickr

KEnnETh FaGan is a photographer with a 
professional Diploma in Photography 
from the Focal Point School for Visual Arts 
in Vancouver. Ken works with many cam-
era formats including, 35mm pro digital 
and film SLRS, medium format, and 4x5 
large format. 
Blog | Twitter | Gallery

BILL McCarrOLL is a passionate Nikon pho-
tographer, web developer, and a technol-
ogy and camera gear addict pursuing his 
love for photography while supporting 
community activities as a volunteer. 
Blog | Twitter | Flickr

JaSOn anDErSOn is an active photogra-
pher, shooting primarily with Canon 
gear. His philosophy about photogra-
phy is learning through the sharing of 
knowledge, and enjoys both the art 
of photography as well as his written 
pursuits. 
Blog | Twitter | Podcast

ChrIS STyLES (aka “Nobby”) is our forum 
moderator. Two years off retirement & 
proud grandfather to 2 boys, 4 girls, his 
interest in photography stretches back 
over 40 years, and really took off with a 
renewed passion since buying one of the 
first Hewlett Packard’s digital cameras. 
Chris now shoots with a Nikon D700.

GrEG MCCOMSEy is our forum moderator. 
Born and raised in Pennsylvania, he now 
resides in Ohio after serving 20 years in 
the US Air Force.  Greg enjoys photogra-
phy as a hobby and the continuing learn-
ing process that goes along with it. 

Gallery | Flickr

Guest Contributors in this Edition:
No Guests this Month! - Have an idea for an article? This could be your name here! 
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Apple’s iBooks Application!

Now you can download the PhotographyBB Online Magazine and take it with you on the 
go! Thanks to the latest update in iTunes and the iBooks app for the Apple iPad, iPhone, and 
iPod Touch, now PDF documents can be imported into your iBooks application.

1) On your iPhone/iPad’s Safari browser, go to the magazine 
download page URL:
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My NEW yEAR’S RESOLUTION... NO RESOLUTIONS! - By Dave Seeram

I’d like to take this opportunity to speak on the 
topic of New Year’s resolutions, specifically as it 
relates to us a photographers (aspiring or pro). 

Resolutions can be both a good and bad thing, 
especially when it comes to all things photography 
related. Last year I made lots of great resolutions, 
some of which I followed though on, and others I 
had abandoned or forgotten. In any case, the start 
of a new year seems to be the time to set new goals 
and push ourselves to learn more, do more, and 
achieve more. 

What’s interesting to me is this general feeling 
that the start of a new year is also the start of a 
brand new chapter in our lives. While yes, we 
need to throw away those old calendars and start 
up a new one, the simple fact is that nothing 
really changes from Dec 31st to Jan 1st. We go 
back to the same work, the same lifestyle, etc... 
Life goes on, as they say. It’s a new year, so let’s 
set out the goals for 2011... Personally, I feel this 
couldn’t be further from the truth. The pressure 
of setting these resolutions (as if someone other 
than ourselves is holding us to them!) can be 
more harmful than helpful. I’ve seen too many 
people get overly stressed-out about setting their 
resolutions to the point where maybe they aren’t 
thinking things through clearly enough. 

Actually, I prefer the term, “goal setting” as 
opposed to New Years resolutions. Setting goals is 
the most integral part of planning any endeavor, 
be it personal, professional, creative, or otherwise. 
Without goals there are no achievements, and 
without achievements there is no satisfaction or 
standards to measure our growth.  So why do we 
choose to mainly do this at the start of the year? 

The truth is that we could set our goals at any 
point in the year, and still follow through on them. 
The calendar doesn’t have to be the boss!

As I mentioned, in previous years I too set out 
my “photography resolutions” for the new year 
and was really pleased with the results of doing so. 
However, the downside (in my experience) is that 
there simply isn’t enough time to work on all of my 
resolutions simultaneously. Now I could “schedule” 
everything into a calendar at the start of the year 
and give myself a reasonable timeframe to achieve 
my goals, but now it’s starting to feel more like a 
business plan for my life than goal setting!

So this year I decided on one resolution, 
with a caveat. My resolution is to make no New 
Years resolutions, rather to constantly set goals 
for myself the whole year through. With each 
successful achievement, I’ll set a new goal.  I 
already have a pretty solid idea of the type of 
personal and professional growth I’d like to see 
for myself, but things change over the year, so my 
goals should be flexible too. What time I currently 
have to use in achieving my goals, may not be as 
abundant as the year goes on. I’m keeping my 
plan flexible, so look for my follow up editorial on 
this subject next year!

In the end, the best thing you can do is to 
do what works for you. If a brand new year 
represents a fresh clean-slate for you, then go for 
it! Or, perhaps your birthday could be the time 
to make the resolutions? Or just maybe, you can 
make resolutions all year long too. Whichever 
the case, set high goals, work hard, and all my 
best for success in achieving them! 

Confessions
of a PhOTOhOLIC

http://www.photographybb.com
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Social Media for Photographers
SOCIAL NETWORKING AND SELF-PROMOTION TECHNIQUES FOR THE PHOTOGRAPHER / ENTREPRENEUR

As a follow up to last months article on Google (“Google-izing: Social Networking and The Beyond”, 
PhotographyBB Online Magazine, Issue #35 - December 2010, p9) we thought we would bring you a 
review of Google’s new Chrome OS (operating system) Notebook, the Cr-48, from a photographer’s 
perspective. After I finished writing the article on Google last month, I applied to participate in the 
Pilot Program for the Chrome Notebook. I was selected and soon received it.

After unpacking the laptop, I put everything 
together and then read the material that came 
with it. The folks at Google asked that we use their 
laptop as our primary device for work, home, and 
everything in between. Next I opened the lid and 
immediately - on came the notebook.

It took me about 2 minutes to get everything 
set up and I was online with Google’s Chrome 
Operating System. The first actions I took online 
were related to photography. I wanted to see 
if their notebook was going to allow me to 
upload, edit, and post photographs. I was little 
disappointed with this initial test.

First Impressions...

The Cr-48, the physical laptop, has two 
external ports, one USB and one SD card slot 
connections, which work with the rudimentary 
file structure provided in the OS. Initially, I was 
not able to see any external drives. I tried many 
times over the course of several weeks and 
eventually had success.

I was able to insert a flash drive that contained 
image files recognized by the OS (such as jpg, jpeg, 
psd, gif, and png), and was able to see the files 
eventually. When I inserted an SD card containing 
some photographs I had taken, I was pleased to 
see that I would able to access my images via the 
components on which they were stored.

GOOGLE CHROmE-IzING: 
A RevIew of GooGle’s New ChRome os Netbook -  By mike Frye

http://www.photographybb.com
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I forged ahead and began looking at how the Operating System worked. It was exactly what 
Google had advertised; Chrome, Chrome, and even more Chrome! I next looked at the applications 
and extensions that came as standard with the OS. Most applications were those built by third-party 
application designers that can be used with the Chrome Web Browser.

I found the standard applications that you might expect to come with anything Google 
Chrome on the main landing page. Icons for GMail, Google Books, Google Maps, Google Docs, 
Picasa, and a couple of online games were present upon immediate inspection. There was also an 
icon to Google Chrome’s “Web Store”. Using the Web Store presented an opportunity to explore 
more applications. I looked first for the social networking sites that I regular, and found an ample 
supply of applications for those. 

Immediate Cons
I continued to explore the Web Store, looking for photography editing tools, because those 

would be necessary if I was to truly use the notebook as my primary device. I found myself a little 
disappointed in that regard.

The most advanced photo editing application I was able to locate was Pixlr Editor. For those who 
use Picnik you will be happy to know that they have an application for that. Other than these, I found 
very few applications that would allow one to edit their photographs.

Photograph edited using the Google Chrome OS Notebook and the Pixlr Editor.

http://www.photographybb.com
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Later, I decided to use the Pixlr Editor. I was successful in using it to manipulate or alter images and 
then save them to a variety of locations via the Chrome OS (i.e. on the hard drive, in the original SD 
I imported the image from, Pixlr Library, Flickr, and Facebook). Although I had success in doing all of 
the above, the fact that online photographic editing environments have some significant limitations 
is a major drawback to using the Google Notebook as a primary device for the photographer.

My next stop was music and movies. While I am photo editing and writing, music is must for 
me, so naturally I sought out applications for this. I located an application for Pandora immediately 
and was happy to find it, because it is my primary method of listening to music online. There were 
several other apps that I found related to music as well.

As for movies and film, YouTube, Hulu and Netflix appeared to be available. YouTube worked as 
it would in most web browsers. I connected to Hulu and was able watch from the Google platform 
without any issues. However, the Netflix application only allows you to access your account and not 
watch movies online. Netflix is apparently currently working on resolving the issues with viewing 
their movies online using the Chrome OS.

There was another not-so-small barrier in using the notebook. In order for one to access the 
operating system, one has to be connected to WiFi or another wireless network of some kind. The 
OS will not allow you to log in to it unless you have some kind of connection to the Internet. There 
would be no offline work to be accomplished using it.

After my initial exploration of Google’s new notebook, I was beginning to think that there was 
absolutely no way that I could use it as my primary laptop. However, I decided that I was going to 
make a concerted effort to do so. After all, what did I have to lose by attempting to use it full time?

Finding Pros
To avoid the impression that you may have gathered thus far about my experience with the 

notebook, allow me to clarify something. Yes, there are drawbacks related to the photographer 
using this latest product from Google, but if you are an avid social networking user this product is a 
dream come true. Moving forward, I set out to fully explore the social networking capabilities of the 
Chrome OS Notebook.

I was pleasantly surprised by the ease of use this product 
afforded me related to networking on the Internet. The 
Chrome OS is Chrome and with that comes Chrome’s 
straightforward method in browsing the web. You can do 
everything with the Chrome OS that you can do with the 
Chrome Web Browser. You can “tack” the browser’s tabs 

allowing the OS to open the same tabs you tacked 
time after time giving you immediate access 

to the websites you regular. When I 
say immediate, I mean immediate 
(a comment about that is coming 
in just a moment).

There are applications that 
provide third party access to 

http://www.photographybb.com
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Twitter and Facebook with web based programs like Tweetdeck and Hootsuite. Additionally, there 
are ample extensions that allow one to be notified of newly arrived e-mail, RSS feeds, and updates 
from social networking sites. There are also extensions that allow you to use Dropbox, Posterous, 
StumbleUpon, screen capture, and Google’s entire suite of web based applications. Bookmarklets 
are also available just as they are in the Chrome Web Browser providing simple access for sharing 
websites with your followers and friends on a variety of social networks.

Managing your social networking interaction is simply awesome with the Google Chrome OS 
Notebook. Managing anything you are using that has been designed by Google (i.e. Google Docs, 
Google Reader, GMail, Google Voice, Google Talk), is one great reward in having this product handy. 
From the photographer’s point of view, managing your websites and blogs is made simple by way 
of immediate access.

The notebook’s immediate on and off feature makes the delays with booting a regular tower 
or standard laptop a thing of the past. Open the lid to the notebook and you are connected to the 
Internet within seconds. Close the lid and the laptop shuts down immediately. The five hour battery 
life that is advertised as one of the features of the notebook has held true. More so one week in 
particular where I did not have to charge it for four days having used it several hours a day.

Pros and Cons in Conclusion
In the end, the Google Chrome OS 

Notebook both passes and fails several tests 
for the photographer. One of the major 
failures is the lack of photo editing software 
that is so necessary for most photographers. 
External software, such as Adobe Photoshop, 
Elements, and Lightroom, cannot be loaded 
to the notebook in its current state. As a result 
I cannot recommend this product as a stand 
alone primary device to those who work in the 
field of photography.

One of the tests that this notebook passes is its ease of use for all things Internet. For social 
networking it is one of the most productive pieces of equipment I have ever used. In the beginning 
I wondered if I would be able to replace the PC based equipment I was using for this purpose. In the 
end I will tell you I can not use it 100% of the time, but do now use it more than the others; much more.

Remember that “not-so-small barrier” about having to be online to use this product? You will be 
happy to know that I have yet to not be able to use the notebook even when out and about. With 
the availability of WiFi at what seems like everywhere coupled with a cell phone capable of hotspot, 
I have not lacked for a connection to the Internet. If one were to travel to the farthest reaches of 
some less developed areas in the world, one might have an issue using it. I have not been there, so I 
have not run into that particular problem.

With that said, I do use it daily finding that the only time I need to use anything other than the 
notebook is when I want to edit my photographs with the software that cannot be loaded to the OS. 
All the writing, posting, updating, ordering, viewing, referring, listening, watching, and reading I am 
able to accomplish in a given day is done so using Google’s Chrome OS Notebook.

This article is Copyright © and courtesy of Mike Frye. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
All photos of the Cr-48 Chrome OS Notebook are Copyright © and courtesy of Google™

http://www.photographybb.com
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Photography around the World 
PHOTOGRAPHIC EXPLORATIONS OF OUR BEAUTIFUL AND MAGNIFICENT PLANET EARTH

KEySTONE, COLORADO -  By Jason Anderson

Known for its skiing and resort-style 
setup, Keystone is a destination locale 
for both cross-country and downhill 

skiers, snowboarders, and adventure-seekers 
from all over.  It’s not uncommon to have 
anywhere from 4 to 6 feet of powder (that’s 
roughly 1-2 meters for the metric folk out 
there) and it makes a great base for all snow-
adventure seekers.  These past few months 
have been no exception.  As recently as the 
2nd week of January, winter warning and 
threats of avalanches have been cautioned in 
the high country.  It’s not an area for the faint 

of heart, or the meek-minded at all…especially 
during the winter.

If adventure is what you seek though, then 
Colorado could be a great destination location for 
some beautiful photography.  Whether capturing 
the nuzzling warmth of an alpine cabin and fires 
crackling in fireplaces, or the drama of a whiteout 
in downhill adventures, with people nothing 
more than dots across a vast landscape of white 
snow and skies, there is much to photograph in 
Keystone and its surroundings.  As luck would 
have it, I spent the holidays in Keystone Colorado.

http://www.photographybb.com
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The week began with a drive that is not for the timid.  Rising in elevation from the Mile High City in Denver 
to nearly double that in Keystone you have to go through some serious inclines and winding roads.  While 
this may not sound dangerous, it is very easy to get distracted by the beauty and majesty of the mountains 
around you – rising up into the sky, their peaks appearing to reach up and touch the blue!  However, if you 
stay focused, wondrous winter accommodations are waiting in this area of the Rocky Mountains.

For our family of 15 people, we needed something with a decent amount of space, and we were in for 
quite a treat, with a rather impressive cabin that had accommodations for everyone.  With four bedrooms, 
5 baths, and a loft for children, it made a perfect holiday vacation getaway!  Expansive ceilings, with 

http://www.photographybb.com
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rafters and a monstrous dining room table on 
the main floor, wrap-around decks, and beautiful 
staircases, there was literally an architecture shot 
to be had every direction you looked!  Spacious 
seating was available on all three levels, from the 
basement to the main floor and the loft!

As splendid as the accommodations were, 
spending an entire week inside a cabin in the 
mountains does have its downsides, with conditions 
that are aptly named “cabin fever”.  The fix:  go 
outside!  The problem: single digit temperatures!  
No joke – it was single digits Fahrenheit, without the 
wind chill factor.  Even with the low temperatures 
though, lots of photography opportunities are still 
available, provided you pack for the occasion.

Since I had no air travel and was only 
restricted by the limits of my vehicle capacity, 
I was aptly packed with cold weather gear and 
the necessary equipment.  So, dressing in layers 
(first with thermals, then fleece, and finally Gore-
Tex), I figured it was safe to head out.  On my first 
outing – a short walk around the neighborhood, 
several potential areas presented themselves 
for scouting possibilities.  While it was too cold 
for me to really spend too much time grabbing 
the aluminum legs of the tripod, and the batteries draining quickly with every shot, I did manage to 
capture a few worth keeping!

Not satisfied with interior architecture, or short exterior walks in snow and single digit temperatures, I 
decided to ramp it up a notch.  So, on the first day of the New Year, I ventured out to tackle some mountains 
– on a snowmobile!  After selecting a decent touring company, I signed up as the lone member of the 

family to attend a morning trip up past 
tree line (we’re talking 12,000 feet!).  
The temperature was below zero, and 
a wind chill pushed the things into 
double-digit negative values.  We’re 
talking roughly 20 degrees below zero 
here.  So, it only makes sense to climb 
on a snowmobile and start cruising the 
alpine scenery, right?

Okay, so perhaps I wasn’t planning 
that far ahead!  Nevertheless, I did 
strap the camera over my shoulder, 
and kept it at the ready on my Black 
Rapid® R-Strap, so I could take pictures 
whenever we had a chance to stop.  

http://www.photographybb.com
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We never stopped for too long though for obvious reasons.  A guided tour of 6 people unfamiliar with their 
environment spells danger if you dally for too long in -20 degree temps.

After an initial training session for ten minutes at a rally point, we only stopped a total of three times:

1. On the way in to their touring area, for the guide to light the stoves and heat a shelter with hot chocolate!
2. As we reached the peak, roughly 1500 feet above tree line, where the slopes got just too steep for even 
the snowmobiles!
3. On the way out for a warming cup of hot chocolate!

http://www.photographybb.com
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The first stop, I had the camera ready and 
fired away, taking my hands momentarily off 
the warmth of the handlebars (that’s right, 
heated handlebars!).  The second stop, I 
was ready to go, but the camera was not.  A 
valuable lesson was learned at stop number 
two.  Camera batteries can die, even when not 
in use if the temperature is cold enough!  

I brushed off the layer of snow that had 
accumulated on the LCD and in the eyepiece 
to reveal a flashing battery power indicator.  
I got one or two shots off before it wouldn’t 
even power on again!  Sighing, I reverted to 
my backup, the point-and-shoot AS400, which 
was tucked inside an interior pocket.

Sure enough, the full batteries quickly 
dissipated, but by then we were out of time 
anyway.  The guide had decided that the tour 
was just about over and we had to return below 
tree line, and back to positive temperatures.  

We stopped off for the cup of hot chocolate 
and then headed back to the rally point.  It was 
time well-spent though, and the results have 
given me a bit of spark in going back out and 
trying it again, but hopefully when the weather 
is a bit warmer and I have a dose of experience 
under my belt!

It’s also given me some interesting 
resolutions for the new year…with something 
of an adventure under my belt on the first 
day in 2011, the drive is now there to keep 
adventures going – one for each month of the 
year, to include an abbreviated journal entry, 
and a full-length article.  Thanks to David and 
the staff here at PhotographyBB for agreeing 
to be the first in this 2011 resolution endeavor.  

Here’s wishing you and yours a Happy New 
Year, and success in your own photography 
goals!  Happy shooting!

This article and all images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Jason Anderson. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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Photography is all about light 
and without light photography 
simply doesn’t exist. 

you’ll find some of the most 
exciting light when the sun is 
setting. So for your next photo 
shoot, I highly recommend that 
you head west to use some 
creative techniques, experiment 
with the impressionist approach 
to photography, and have fun! After all, having more than one way of seeing the world 
around you not only helps to turn your imagination loose, but also to expand your field 
of artistic options.

 The 
Impressionist 

Way
by: Eva Polak

LEARNING TO SEE
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Impressionist art aims to capture the fleeting 
effects of nature, the atmosphere of a particular 
time of a day. The evening light, playful and ever 
changing, is perfect for capturing impressionist 
styles of photographs. You can get some very 
different results taking photos over the course 
of only 15-30 minutes. Even when the sun’s disk 
disappears below the horizon and the colours 
change again, new opportunities for great 
images arise.

Your goal is to express an emotion or mood. 
To accomplish this you should only suggest 
detail, rather than focus on it, and emphasize 
shapes, light and colour and the relationship 
between them. 

Impressionism is not a definable technique as 
such, but a way of seeing and engaging the viewer 
in the interpretation of the subject and mood.

An important aspect of improving any 
photography technique is to experiment. You 

will learn so much faster from studying your own 
photography and trying to resolve problems 
that arise when shooting. It’s a matter of letting 
curiosity lead to discovery, trying new ideas just 
to see what will happen. Integrating an original 
discovery in your work makes you, without fail, a 
better photographer. 

When you are experimenting, it is important 
to keep in mind that whatever you do you can’t 
expect a specific outcome. Instead, go wherever 
an idea takes you and explore what you see 
happening on your LCD screen at the back of your 
camera. The essence of photography is a mixture 
of spontaneity and control. If you are relaxed and 
having fun, you will be more open to ideas and you 
will work more creatively.

Your camera is nothing more than a tool. The 
end result is determined by the skills of the person 
using this tool, so it’s important to understand 
your camera, how it varies from your own eyes and 
what it can and can’t do. 

http://www.photographybb.com


Once you’ve mastered some basic techniques and controls of your 
camera the possibilities of what you shoot and how are endless. You will 
enter into fascinating world where the only limitation is your sense of 
adventure and creativity.

Like I mentioned before, there is no strict formula to create an 
impressionist photograph. The only thing that matters is what you want. 
Don’t worry too much about other people opinion. Always listen to 
your own vision. Follow your hart. Remember that the only thing that is 
original is you; your taste, your feelings, your unique experiences.

If you not quite sure what your vision is, you may ask yourself what 
do you like about your own photographs? There will be always some 
aspects of your photographs that you really like, more than anything 
else. It could be a certain look, colour, composition or use of light. When 
you are aware of what excites you in your own work, you can do it again 
intentionally. With an intend you become free to explore the world of 
impressionist photography, to work with light, and create highly unique 
images that other people will want to look at and enjoy.

This article and all images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Eva Polak. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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WEDDINGS 101 (PART 1) - PLANNING:  By Grady Layman

Portraiture Photography
TIPS AND TECHNIQUES FOR PORTRAITURE PHOTOGRAPHY AND LIGHTING

Weddings are undoubtedly a very special day for both the Bride and Groom. As a 
photographer, weddings can also be a great opportunity to earn income. In fact, 
most photographers earn the majority of their income from shooting weddings. 

The wedding season typically is during the summer months and they typically occur over a 
weekend. So, if you are aspiring to become a successful wedding photographer, you should 
plan on working a lot of weekends. 

From an outside perspective, 
wedding photography can 
seem overwhelming. There are 
different levels of stress to deal 
with. Weddings are fast paced and 
require an action plan, a level head, 
and the ability to think quickly. For 
some photographers, weddings 
are just too stressful. However, 
there are many ways that you can 
help minimize the stress.  

In this article we will be 
discussing some important topics 
and plans that should take place 
before the day of the wedding.      

Equipment 
Every photographer has a 

different shooting style. Some 
photographers like wide angle 
lenses and others like telephoto 
lenses. To me, making stunning 
images is not about having 
the best gear. In order to make 
quality images you have to know 
how to work with the gear you 
have. This means that you need 
to know the limits of each piece 
of equipment you own. Do you 
know what aperture will provide 
the sharpest image? Each lens 
will be different. Do you know 
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how your camera reacts with high ISO’s in 
low light conditions? Again, each camera will 
produce different results. Some of the newer 
digital cameras will produce high quality images 
at 3200 ISO, while some older models have low 
quality images even at 800 ISO. 

The only way that you can get to know 
your equipment is by running tests. Some 
photographers test their gear like a scientist, 
with precise, controlled experiments. Other 
photographers just go out shooting and play 
more than test. For me, I fall into both categories.  
Controlled experiments will teach you the most 
about each item. However, playing can help you 
discover new techniques that you have never 
thought about.  

None the less, you want to know all of your 
gear and how it works before you shoot a 
wedding. You don’t want to be reading your 
owner’s manual when the bride is walking down 
the aisle. This idea of testing should be applied 
to everything in your bag; cameras, lenses, filters, 
lights, cords, battery pack, etc.

In addition to testing, you should also have 
back-up equipment. This means at least two 
camera bodies as well as back-up lenses, lights, 
stands, cords, batteries, image cards, etc. If you 
can’t afford two cameras then rent the back-up. 
I will typically bring all of my lights, even if I only 
plan on using one or two of them.  

Remember that a wedding day is the most 
important day of your clients’ lives and it is your 
job as their photographer to make sure they 
are able to remember that day forever through 
cherished photographs. 

Shooting Styles
As I mentioned above, each photographer 

has a different shooting style. Typically your 
equipment coincides with your shooting style. 
Some wedding photographers only shoot with 
natural light, while others pack studio strobes. 
Personally, I will shoot with both natural and 
artificial light at a wedding. Again, weddings are 
extremely fast paced. If you are shooting with 
strobes all the time then you need to accept the 
two things; you have more gear to carry and 

you will need to wait for recycle times. Waiting 
for a few seconds can mean that you miss very 
important moments. If you shoot with natural 
light then you can shoot faster but you will be 
restricted to shooting where the lighting is good.

 
This is the main reason I mix both styles. 

It simply allows you more freedom to shoot 
where ever you would like. I typically will only 
use artificial lighting for formal portraits and the 
reception. However, there have been times when 
the ceremony was too dark and needed artificial 
lighting added. This is something that I will always 
try to avoid as I feel burst of light are a distraction 
from the ceremony.  

 

Products/Pricing
How much is your art worth? Unfortunately, 

that is something that you will need to decide 
based on your market and the product you have 
to offer. The truth is your work is only worth 
what someone is willing to pay. If you and your 
competitor offer the same products but you 
charge more money, then most clients will pick 
the lower price. However, you can set your fees 
anywhere if you can offer your clients something 
they need that only you can provide. This is called 
your “unique selling point” and is what will set 
you apart from your competitors. 

Your selling points should be something 
that no other photographer in your market 
offers. Maybe that’s custom wedding albums or 
unlimited photography coverage. It could also 
be a same day slideshow, where you display 
images at the reception that you just shot at the 
wedding. The fact is, the more unique selling 
points you can offer, the more you can set your 
business apart from others. Again, this will allow 
you to set your prices rather than the market 
setting your prices for you. 

Also some photographers will offer a lot of 
different products. Just because your print lab 
offers a thousand products doesn’t mean you 
have to offer a thousand. The more options you 
give someone, the more complicated you make 
it and they can become overwhelmed.  In today’s 
market, life is already complicated and finances 
are more stressful; don’t make finding a wedding 
photographer harder than it already is.   

http://www.photographybb.com
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Contracts
Contracts are a vital part of a wedding 

package, both for you as a business and for 
the client, so they feel confident that you will 
provide what you have verbally agreed to.  If 
something were to fall through with the clients 
and the wedding was cancelled, that contract 
is the legal documentation that will ensure 
the client is held responsible for the financial 
commitment they agreed to.  If someone 
cancels three days before the wedding do you 
think you can schedule another wedding that 
quickly?  Probably not.

Contracts can include a wide range of sub 
categories and clauses, such as photographer 
cancellation policy, back up photographer 
clauses, equipment damage or rental fees, 
traveling expenses, harassment clauses, 
product delivery timelines, and copyright and 
reproduction legalities, to name a few examples. 
However, every contract should have the 
following: Clients’ names and addresses, event 

location, date and time, package inclusions, 
payment terms, a shot list and cancelation 
policies. You can find a lot of sample wedding 
contracts online or you can hire an attorney to 
draft one specifically for your business.   

 

Consultation 
Client consultations are something that many 

photographers overlook. The average bride and 
groom do not understand all of the options 
available in a wedding package.  It’s your job 
as a photographer to educate your client on 
what to expect. Also meeting your client face 
to face will start to build a relationship between 
you and them. This is very important for your 
business as well as your images. If you have a 
good relationship with your clients, they will 
tell their friends and family about you.  Word of 
mouth spreads fast and that news can make or 
break your business. Also a good relationship 
will improve your images because they will be 
more comfortable around you, thus, creating 
more natural, relaxed images.  

http://www.photographybb.com
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Engagement Sessions
Engagement sessions are a very important 

part of my wedding packages. In fact, this is 
one of my unique selling points. This allows 
me to work with the couple in a stress free 
environment. I can further build the client 
relationship and better understand them as a 
couple. They can also learn more about how 
I operate. I will also take more time to talk to 
them, as on the wedding day you have limited 
time for chatting. 

Engagement sessions also offer another 
avenue to sell more products. Many couples will 
send out “save the date” cards. These cards can 
include or be created over an image from the 
engagement session. One image will be used in 
the newspaper for their announcement.  Another 
image can be set on display by the guest book. 
Most couples will also include their engagement 
photos in a slideshow during the ceremony. 

When the engagement photos are finished, I 
like to bring the client in for a viewing. Again, this 
helps build the relationship. It also allows me to 
educate them on what a powerful tool Photoshop 
is and how I use it to enhance their images. Usually, 
I will show them before and after edits. This way 
they can get an understanding of what can be 
accomplished. You can also get a better feel for 
what style of images they enjoy. Do they prefer 
color over black and white? Do they like the wide 
angle shots? Knowing more about your client will 
help you capture the images they want to see. 

 

Scouting the Venue
Scouting the venue, especially if you have 

never shot at that location before, is an extremely 
important part of any on location shoot.  For 
weddings, it allows you to know exactly where 
the ceremony will be held, giving you potential 
shooting angles ahead of time.  The reception 
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area can also be evaluated for lighting positions, if you will be using lights, the layout of the space as 
well as amount of space you will have to work.  While scouting the location you can also find locations 
for shooting the couples’ formal images, allowing for smooth flow throughout the day.  Typically, this 
can be done the day before the wedding at the rehearsal.  Scouting the day of the rehearsal ensures 
that the venue will be open but also any last minute questions or changes that the couple has can be 
communicated at this time.  This is a good chance to review the shot list to make sure all desired photos 
have been listed. 

It’s All About the Plan!
Pre-planning for a wedding can appear to be a lot of work. There are many steps that are involved 

but, ultimately, every step will help you. If you have a back-up camera then you won’t be worried about 
your camera dying. If you have a second shooter then you know you have two angles of everything. 
Scouting the venue can help you prepare for what to expect.  It is about planning for the unexpected, 
that way when something bad does happen you will be prepared and will have it under control.  

This article and all images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Grady Layman. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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We’re already almost a full month into the calendar year.  Some of you have accepted the challenge 
of a project this year including many who have embarked on a Project365, a photograph every 
day for a year.   (Check out my article in the September 2010 edition of PhotographyBB magazine for 

some thoughts on staying on track).  Congratulations and best wishes if you’re one who has started out on 
a new photography project this year.  Drop me an email or find me on Twitter or Flickr if you’d like some 
feedback on your work (my contact info is on Page 4).  I’ll do my best to personally respond to anyone who 
needs encouragement and feedback to improve their photography.

Whether or not you’re involved in a project right now, here are some thoughts on ways to renew 
your focus during the coming year.  I think we can all do better and be more accountable to ourselves 
if we map out our goals and strategies in advance and honestly track our progress.  Otherwise, we tend 
to drift and never really focus.  Here are a few goals I’ve adopted for this year; consider if some of these 
will work for you too.

HOW SETTING GOALS LEADS TO BETTER PHOTOS - By bill mcCarroll

Digital Photography 101
A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO UNDERSTANDING FUNDAMENTAL DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TECHNIQUES

http://www.photographybb.com
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Continually Assess Yourself
First, make a commitment to improve the 

essence and quality of your photography.  This 
seems really basic and universally understood as a 
logical goal.  In fact it’s so fundamental, why even 
bother laying it out as a goal at all?  As I’ve gone 
through my photography career there are times 
when I’ve looked back for improvements in my 
photographs.   At times, admittedly, I find myself in 
a funk where my work seems to be stagnant.  Not 
only do my photographs start to look run of the 
mill, they actually in retrospect seem to be boring, 
lacking a theme that doesn’t reflect any personal 
style of who I am as a photographer and what it is 
I want to communicate with my photography.  To 
achieve, it’s important to honestly reflect on how 
you see your photographs and assess whether 
or not your skills are improving.  There are no 
golden answers here.  You need to “own” your 
photography, it’s not always a reflection of any 
other person’s taste, it all boils down to what you 
like and what you want to communicate and the 
feelings you want your work to convey.  So make it 

a point to make your own personal assessment of 
your work during the year and continually assess 
your direction to improve.

Learn Your Gear... Completely!
Also, make it a goal to learn more about 

photography.  No matter where you are in 
skill level, there are new things to learn and 
experience.  First, make sure you know your gear.  
Even if you’ve had your camera for a while, take 
an hour or so to read your user manual one more 
time.  Also think about purchasing a supplemental 
user guide.  Many of these excellent guides are 
published specifically for your camera.  You’ll be 
amazed at the new and valuable details you’ll 
pick up as you’re more able to relate the manual 
to your experience with your camera from use in 
the field.  Do you remember your first read of all 
those details on the day your camera arrived if 
you even bothered at all?  Even if you did read it, 
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so much of it may have been lost as you struggled to relate all that information to unfamiliar equipment.  
But as you gain knowledge of your camera through trial and error, a step back to the user manual will 
confirm your experience and bake in that knowledge so it becomes second nature.

Get OUT and Improve!
Consider attending workshops this year.  Workshops can be in the form of classroom training or time 

with instructors and fellow photography buffs in the field.  They can range from a few hours of training to 
a week or more out with a group at a National Park or other interesting venue.  I don’t think you can beat 
an investment in workshops as a great way to improve your skills.  Half the battle is being aware of what it 
takes to be a good photographer.  Picking the brains of the experts is a great way to do it. 

Listening is Learning
If you can’t spare the time to get away for a workshop, I’ve found a great resource in photography 

podcasts.  There are many excellent podcasts available in iTunes that you can subscribe to and receive 
automatic updates on your computer or mp3 player.  These podcasts pass on some excellent information 
and tips that you can put to use and experiment with.  Some of my favorites are the Nikonians Image 
Doctors hosted by Dr. Jason O’Dell and Rick Walker; Martin Bailey Photography; Frederick Van Johnson; 
LensFlare35, This Week in Photography, Thoughts on Photography with Paul Giguere and Scott Bourne’s 
Photofocus.  There are many more, but I listen to these frequently on my daily walks.  You’ll also hear from 
many of the top photographers in the world as they are interviewed on these podcasts.  It’s a new and 
growing media format that is gaining consistently in popularity.

http://www.photographybb.com


Perfect Your Process...
As you go into this New Year, also make it a 

point to learn more about the software tools 
that can improve your photographs.  The new 
digital darkroom has seen consistent growth in 
the quality and capability of the hardware and 
software products that can add the finishing 
touches to our work and make an average 
photograph one that stands out as a professional 
product.   While we want to minimize our time in 
front of our computers there is no getting around 
it being an important part of our workflow.  As your 
portfolio grows, you’ll increasingly understand 
how important it is to not only adopt a tool that 
can handle the images you take but also one 
that can catalog the thousands of images you’ll 
accumulate in your digital library.  Make a point 
to learn something new every day about your 

software tools so that you can spend less time on 
the computer and more time with your camera.

The Most Important Thing...
As the number of images increases in your 

library, you’ll become increasingly aware of what 
their loss would mean.  I’m talking about losing 
your work when your hard drive eventually fails…
and it inevitably will, probably when you least 
expect it to.  But it will fail at some point.  To be 
prepared, put a solid backup plan in place today.  
At the very least, a legitimate backup regimen 
requires a copy of your photo library on a local 
secondary hard drive and a copy of everything at 
an offsite location.  You need at least three copies 
of all your valuable files and at least one has to 
be somewhere other than at home.  The point is 
making sure you have reliable backup to protect 
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from loss due to fire, theft, earthquake, flood, etc.  In today’s support environment, there’s no excuse for 
losing valuable data.  There are many great backup software programs available to help image a primary 
drive and do automatic backups on a set schedule.  There are also some very good online backup services 
that will seamlessly and constantly backup your data.  

Set Your Goals
These are some thoughts about setting some worthwhile goals for the coming year.  First, strive to 

improve the quality of your photographs, to produce images that please you first and encourage images 
that consistently inspire you.  Second, consider increasing your knowledge by signing up for workshops 
where you can learn and increase your photographic skills and understanding or workshops in the 
field where you can learn with others by sharing your experience in the field with other enthusiastic 
participants through the guidance of skilled and experienced workshop leaders.  Increase your 
understanding of software and hardware tools associated with your digital darkroom.  Also, become 
an enthusiastic blog and podcast follower.  There are many fantastic photography podcasts available, 
find them by searching iTunes.  Finally, make sure you protect your efforts by adopting a solid backup 
plan for your images, don’t be a victim to data loss.

So, good luck to everyone as you embark on a new year!

This article and all images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Bill McCarroll. Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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With all the features, bells and whistles, add-ons and nuances that go into any program design, one 
of the things that we have come to take for granted is the crop tool.  Whether it be in lightroom, 
Photoshop cs5, elements, corel, the gimP or any other editor (because they all have it), we take this 
amazing tool for granted.  in the case of lightroom, there really is a lot of functionality built in to 
this.  look at everything that is there, just on activating the tool itself!

by Jason Anderson

First off, when the crop tool is activated, the corners of 
the images become active dragging points, so you can slide 
the sides and top/bottom in to crop to taste.  Pretty handy if 
you know the result you are going for and don’t even want 
to mess with the detailed options on the tool panel.  But say 
you want to delve into that, just to see what else you can do.

You have an option in the upper left to just set your own 
aspect ratio.  You just click on this first tool, and then click-
and-drag on the image to set how you want your crop.  No 
fuss, no muss, and you are in and out – done!

But delve a little deeper, by looking at the second 
feature of the crop tool, just to the right of the aspect 
ratio indicator.  You have presets!  Use a pre-set aspect 
ratio to crop for standard sized frames like 8x10, 4x6 
and 5x7!  The folks at Adobe even put in the oddball 
8.5”x11”, which are the dimensions for everyday paper 
use (although horrible for framing afterwards).   Then 
you can define a custom size (for those times when 
you have an unusual frame to fill, or a client wants an 
odd portion for say magazine use where it will only be 
¼ of an 8x10” page (2” x 2.5”).

Most of you are probably thinking at this point that 
aspect ratio adjustments are something normal – you 

LIGHTROOM 3
Special Feature!
Getting the most out of
THE CROP TOOL!
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see it all the time.  While this may be true, the 
way that Adobe has put this feature set together 
just works more quickly, and more intuitively 
than any other program I’ve used…even in 
Photoshop CS2, CS3, CS4, and CS5, it’s not as 
intuitive.  This is where the phrase “Made by 
photographers for photographers” really shows 
its stuff.  You can just crop “easy-peasy”, or get 
as technical as your heart desires!

The other portion of the crop tool is the 
Straighten Tool.  What’s cool here is not that 
it works on both horizontal and vertical lines 
(because most applications can do that), but 
the slider.  If you start nudging that tool to 
the left or right, a gridline appears as if by 
magic, to help you straighten the vertical (or 
horizontal) portion of the image that aligns 
best with your tastes. (Sorry, I couldn’t avoid 
the play on words there!)  That means no more 
trying to draw a line as straight as you can to 
match a line in the image…the overlay makes 
it so much easier to correct for level.

The “Constrain to Warp” function is also pretty cool too.  What does this do?  The best way to 
explain the “constrain to warp” function is to actually open the companion tool in Lightroom that 
is most effected by it – the lens correction.  When you go to apply lens correction for issues like 
fisheye and barrel distortion, the image can be warped to a size that really is not conducive for 
printing or online display.  So, by checking the box to “Constrain to Warp” in your crop tool, you are 

telling Lightroom that 
if you apply distortion 
or lens correction, to 
constrain the image 
to that which fits 
within the distortion 
correction elements.

Finally, the nuts 
and bolts of what I am 
getting at with the 
crop tool are ready 
for attention.  What’s 
that?  Haven’t I already 
covered everything 
there is to see?  
Perhaps, but there is 
more here than meets 
the eye!  That’s right, I 

Lens Correction Distortion                 Crop: Constrain to Warp
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am talking about keyboard shortcuts.  Keyboard shortcuts are keystrokes that perform certain 
functions quick to get you in and out of editing mode even faster (so you can get back to actually 
taking pictures, right?)!  

Keyboard Shortcuts
First off, when in the crop tool, have you noticed the grid line overlays?  Using your “O” (the letter 

and not the number) key, you can cycle through various compositional grid overlays to help you create 
the composition you like, whether it’s using the Rule of Thirds, Golden Triangle, or whatever suits your 
tastes for that particular photo.  It can really help you focus on how you want to draw viewers in too!

Another super addition that the Adobe developers made with the release of Lightroom 3 was 
the addition of the “X” keyboard shortcut.  Previously, when you wanted to switch from portrait 
to landscape orientation in post-production, you had to manually rotate the crop window almost 
90 degrees until the orientation switches.  Now, if you know that the crop will work better in the 
opposite orientation than how the shot was originally captured, it’s an easy “toggle” to switch to the 
maximum crop in that view.

Any discussion of the keyboard shortcuts while in the crop tool would be lacking without 
mentioning how to do some very standard cropping functions, all with the ease of keyboard 
shortcuts.  While any magazine-length article has to pick and choose which ones are most imperative 
for discussion, at bare minimum giving a mention to the full range of functions is important.  So, 
here are the remaining cropping keyboard shortcuts, for both Mac and Windows:

As always, the best way to learn about features and functions of any program is to just start using 
and experimenting with them on your own images.  So, the best advice moving forward is to do just 
that:  Experiment and practice, because with that and time, your post production will only improve.  
Oh yeah, and don’t forget to keep on shooting!

Function Windows Command Mac Command

Select (activate) the Crop Tool R R

Constrain the aspect ratio A A

Crop to the same ratio as previous Shift - A Shift - A

Crop from the center of photo ALT + drag Option + drag

Re-set the crop tool CTRL + ALT + R Command + Option + R

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Jason Anderson.  Please contact the author directly with any questions.

http://www.photographybb.com
http://www.kennethfagan.com/pages/photography.html
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The first modern revolution in art was when photography was invented and suddenly anyone could 
produce pictures, not just those who spent years learning to draw and paint!  Traditional artists were 
in an uproar, how dare them, pollute the fine craft of art!  A few photographers with a keen sense 

of art were actually creating art with their cameras.  Today with so many now owning and using personal 
computers, an new art revolution is happening called “The Digital Art revolution.”

 First of all, let’s define just what digital art is, since few people actually understand what digital art is; 
not even many artists know themselves actually.  Wikipedia defines digital art as: Contemporary art in which 
computer technology is used in a wide variety of ways to make distinctive works of art. Digital art was pioneered 
in the 1970s but only came into its own as a viable art form with the widespread availability of computers, 
appropriate software, video equipment, sound mixers, and digital cameras toward the end of the 20th century 

DIGITAL ART: THE NEW ART REVOLUTION? - By Jon D. Ayres

Photographic Food For Thought
ISSUES, CONSIDERATIONS, AND OTHER PONDERINGS FOR KEEN PHOTOGRAPHIC MINDS.

http://www.photographybb.com
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and the subsequent development of increasingly 
sophisticated digital tools. A boundary-shattering 
style, digital art can combine and transform such 
elements as painting, filmmaking, photography, 
digital design, video, installation art, sculpture, 
animation, and sound. Today art photography is 
considered an art by many, some just take photos for 
hanging in art galleries. (Wikipedia.com)

I once read another definition of digital art 
as computer generated art using photography 
as its foundation.  I really cannot agree with that 
because there is more to digital art than only the 
use of photography.  Sometimes a photograph is 
not even used; the digital artist starts with a blank 
screen and digitally paints the picture stroke by 
stroke just like a traditional artist does.  So in my 

eyes there is a little more to digital art than just 
photography, but I will agree that photography, 
and photographs do play a big role in today’s digital 
art including my digital art.  After all photography 
itself is one of the many modes of digital art.

What many people seem to have completely 
forgotten about is that art is not about the tools 
used to create the artwork.  It is about the message, 
the feelings, the emotions that the artist wishes to 
share with or create in the viewer.  In traditional art, 
the tools, the artist uses are canvases, paint brushes 
and paints.  The digital artist uses the same exact 
tools, except their canvases, paints and brushes 
are all of a digital form.  The digital artist will start 
with a blank document and paints the picture 
looking at a scene or by looking at a photo.  As a 

Vincent van Gogh’s Starry night preset in Dynamic Auto Painter.  This was more or less just an experiment to see what this preset could do.  Though I have never been 
fond of van Gogh’s style, this setting is pretty close to what Vincent van Gogh would have done.  This is a very famous site in Moscow, anybody know where?

http://www.photographybb.com
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matter of fact, many traditional artists have moved 
to creating their art digitally, and they have their 
work printed on canvas using oils, watercolors 
and pastels based inks.  You could never tell that 
they were not painted traditionally by hand.  Some 
digital artists who use photography will create one 
work of art, print it and then delete the finished 
work file and photograph making the resulting 
printed work one of a kind.  

Too often, some artists feel that everything 
they create is a masterpiece that deserves to be 
hanging in the Louvre Museum.  I for one delete 
the majority of my work; I may keep only one in 
twenty of the works I create.  Digital art to me is 
experimentation in that I will try something just to 
see what results I get.  My experiments rarely work 
to my satisfaction, so they are deleted forever.  I 

have also had work that I thought was good, but 
only was good for me and nobody else and I do not 
think that is necessarily bad.  I often do my digital 
art for only my pleasure and for nobody else.

It is important to remember that “good” art stirs 
something in the mind, soul, heart and emotions 
of the viewer.  It causes the viewer to take a good 
long look at the work, maybe even come back for 
a second longer look.  Good art communicates a 
memory, a thought or an idea to the viewer.  Art 
is a matter of opinion really.  What I consider bad 
art, another may consider it a masterpiece.  In art, 
nothing is as concrete in that like in photography; 
there are certain rules which must be followed 
in order to take a good photo.  That is a mistake 
many artists and art critics make, is that they think 
all art should be something photo realist.  I used 

Dynamic Auto Painter is one of my favorite digital art programs.  This is one of my favorite’s digital art works using the Renoir preset.  I think Dynamic Auto Painter is the 
best impressionist style digital art program, even better than painter’s impressionist styles.

http://www.photographybb.com
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to feel the same way until I learned that art does 
not have anything to do with looking ‘pretty’ or 
being photo-realistic.  Take the painting, Guernica, 
by Picasso.  It is a disturbing picture.  It is meant 
to provoke thought in the viewer and to show 
Picasso’s feelings about war.  

Good art is not necessarily about balance, 
composition, use of light, or how the artist 
moves the viewer’s eye throughout the piece; it’s 
about the message, or what the artist is trying 
to communicate, to the viewer. It is about how 
the artist used his medium, his skills. It is not 
about rules. Following rules have nothing to do 
with whether or not something is pretty. This is 
why certain types of modern art, impressionist, 
art nouveau and some types of watercolors are 
popular art forms; they make the viewer think 
about the painting!

Just like in traditional art, you can find many 
styles of digital art.  Since I do not have the 
talent to paint a picture from a blank screen, I 

prefer to clone or convert my photos into digital 
art.  I know. I know some will say that is not art, 
just press a couple of mouse buttons and presto. 
You have a painting.  It is a little more difficult 
than that, for the art I like to create.  If I choose 
manually to clone the photo (cloning stroke by 
stroke, one stroke at a time) it will take me a 
month to finish.   If I auto clone the photo, then 
two to six hours to get something I like.  

Often when I see a scene that I think would 
make a good digital painting, I take the time 
needed to consider if it really would be a good 
painting or not.  I think about the artists who 
painted scenes like this and whether it would look 
better as a watercolor, oil, pastel, crayon, charcoal 
or another type.  Then I will try and look over the 
scene from different directions and light sources 
before I will take the photo.  Good digital art just 
does not happen; it takes time, sometimes more 
time than it takes to paint the picture traditionally.  
No, I am not saying my digital art is good, but I do 
put a lot of time into its creation.  

This was one of my early works, done five years ago, in the style of a digital watercolor.

http://www.photographybb.com


I have tried just about every 
digital art program, there is.  Some 
were good, many not so good.    For 
me, I have learned that all digital art 
programs have their strengths and 
weaknesses.  One program may 
do a fantastic job with landscapes 
and another program with 
portraitures.  Another program 
will create excellent watercolors 
and another program with oils.  
Additionally, other software may 
do Impressionist paintings and 
another Rembrandt type work.  
The secret to good digital art is 
finding the right program that fits 
your style of photography as well 
as your artistic intention. 

Not long ago I received a 
comment on some of my digital 
artwork which I had posted on 
a post processing forum.  The 
commenter said that I was 
developing my own style like 
most artists do.  Thus if I were to 
take this piece to be professionally 
printed on canvas using oils or 
watercolors I most likely could 
make at least $650, maybe more.  
I think too many digital artists 
worry too much about whether 
or not their work is good or bad 
“to others” and I think that is a big 
mistake.  Artists should learn to be 
their own worst judges because 
an artist cannot please others until 

they please themselves.  Just look at Vincent van Gogh who destroyed most of his work.  Take my own 
personal work for example. My work is received differently by different people. The result is that I have to 
do what I think is right and let others decide what they may. Who knows? In a few hundred years, I may 
be “discovered.”

Perhaps it’s more about intention...the starting place in an artist’s head. I think there are plenty of 
significant untrained artists. I do not think it is necessary to have gone to ‘art school’ to create artwork. 
However, I do think it takes a special mind set...an interest or needs to develop a visual image.   You do 
not need extremely expensive gear (tools).  Digital art can be created using a point & shoot camera and 
free post processing programs like Ultimate Paint or Picasa just as well as using a dSLR and Photoshop! 

Even though I have sold a few of my works, and still make a sale every now and then, my digital art is 
mainly for my enjoyment.  Vincent van Gogh only sold one painting in his lifetime and look at the aftermath 
how popular he is.  I am always trying something out and seeing what hatches.  I am hesitant to mention 
any programs because it really depends on your type of photography and what you are looking to do as 

“Ghosts of Napoleon and the Tsar on Old Arbat” - This is another Painter Essentials, this time using one of the 
watercolor settings.  I kind of like it, maybe I should have cleaned it up a little more, but I like the effect it has.
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to which program is best.  However, for those who 
are interested, I en joy using Painter and Painter 
Essentials.  I also like Dynamic Auto Painter for 
impressionist styles of digital art.  Painter Essentials 
and Dynamic Auto Painter are the programs I use 
most for my art, but I have other programs I like 
using like TwistedBrush.

As for some of the digital artists whose work 
I admire? Check out the following link for some 
digital art which I find inspiring:

Dr. Vitaly Shchukin’s digital watercolors 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/pike77/

RayGuselli’s digital smudge paintings:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/40717937@N03/
sets/72157622762523659/

Traditional artists should be grateful for digital 
art because it has opened to door to art for untold 
numbers of people.  No, not the door to creation, 
but the door to art appreciation.  I admire the skill 
that traditional artists have and wish I had that 
skill myself.  I enjoy watching artists at work here 
in Moscow; they are one of my favorite subjects to 
photograph. I enjoy looking at the artwork of artists 
selling their work in parks.  I now enjoy going to art 
museums and reading books about art.  Because 
of this I now have some pretty good ideas about 
my photography and digital art.  When I take a 
photo, I try to look at the scene as an artist would.  I 
my never become famous and my work may never 
be seen in any museums, but I know that there 
are untold numbers of truly talented digital artists 
waiting to be discovered.  Who knows, you could 
very well be the Rembrandt of the digital art world.

“The Artist at Work” - This is another Painter Essentials, using one of the pastel settings.  I tend to like pastels for portrait work because it tends to hold its shape 
better with little bleed over than oils and watercolors. 

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Jon D. Ayres.  Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/pike77/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/40717937@N03/sets/72157622762523659/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/40717937@N03/sets/72157622762523659/
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Step 1:
Open an image suitable for the type of card/
poster layout you are making.

Step 2:
Double-click the Background layer in the 
Layers Palette to unlock it (which makes it 
behave as a regular editable layer). When the 
New Layer dialog box pops up, simply click OK 
to accept the default name of “Layer 0,” or if 
you wish, you can rename it.

Step 3:
From the toolbar, choose the Custom Shape 
Tool. If you cannot immediately locate it, find 
the Rectangle Tool in your toolbar and click-
hold until the other shape tools appear, then 
select the Custom Shape Tool.

VALENTINE’S IMAGE SHAPES:  By Dave Seeram

adobe Photoshop® Tutorial
TECHNIQUES, TIPS, AND TRICKS FOR DIGITAL EDITING OF IMAGES IN PHOTOSHOP®

We’re just a few short weeks away from Valentine’s Day, and what better way to show your 
sweetheart how much you care than to try out this Photoshop technique for placing a photo 
within a constrained shape. Of course, this technique works for all sorts of presentation layout 
effects beside’s Valentine’s, so let’s get down to the nitty gritty!

http://www.photographybb.com
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Step 4:
At the top of your screen, click on the little 
arrow next to the Custom Shape Tool to open 
the flyout Custom Shape Options menu. Click 
on the option, “Unconstrained.”

Step 5:
Next we need to find an appropriate shape 
for the type of card/poster we are making. 
Next to the currently selected Shape, click on 
the small drop-down arrow to open all of the 
available shapes. You can display and choose 
from all of Photoshop’s built-in custom shapes 
by clicking on the little arrow at the top-right 
corner of this screen to open the flyout menu. 
To ensure you have all shapes available, select 
“All” from the list.

Step 6:
Upon selecting “All,” in the previous step, you 
will be asked if you would like to replace the 
current shapes. Choose “Append” to add them 
to your current selection of shapes.

Step 7:
Since we’re making a Valentine’s card, we’re 
choosing a heart shape from the selection of 
available shapes. 

Once you have your shape, click and drag it 
over your image to place it in the general area 
you would like to have it. Remember, your 
image is going to appear inside this shape later. 
While dragging, you can hold the spacebar to 
reposition the shape as needed.

http://www.photographybb.com
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Step 8:
Once you have drawn the shape to size and 
release the mouse button, the shape will fill 
with the default color of Black. No need to 
worry, we’re about to fix that!

Step 9:
In your Layers Palette, grab the shape layer, 
and drag it below the image layer (Layer 0). 
Here’s what your layers should look like after 
you have done this:

Step 10:
Next, click on the image layer (Layer 0) to 
make it active in the Layers Palette. THIS IS 
IMPORTANT!

With the top layer active, go to the menu: 
Layer > Create Clipping Mask...

Step 11:
Voila! Your image is placed into the shape! 
You can now move the image layer around 
to reposition the image inside the shape if 
necessary, or you can move the shape and 
image to reposition the entire result within 
your document.

http://www.photographybb.com
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Step 12:
While this is all looking pretty cool at this point, 
we need to do something about the background! 

Click on the shape layer (bottom layer) in your 
Layers Palette, to make it the active layer. Next, 
hold down Control (PC) or Command (Mac) 
while clicking on the “New Layer” icon at the 
bottom of the Layers Palette. This creates a 
new layer UNDER your existing layers, which 
you can fill with any color or gradient to use as a 
nice background. Here we filled ours with pink.

Step 13:
For a little extra finesse and style, we’re going 
to also add a drop shadow to our heart shape 
to really make it pop. Click your shape layer in 
the Layers Palette to make it active again, then 
click on the Layer Style (fx) tool at the bottom 
of the Layers Palette. From the pop-up menu 
that appears, click on “Drop Shadow.”

Step 14:
Experiment with the different settings in the 
Drop Shadow dialog box. We changed the 
angle slightly and increased the drop shadow 
size. Play around with the sliders to find the 
perfect result for your image! When you are 
finished, click OK!

Complete!
Remember to add some text or other 
elements to your creation to finish it 
off. You could even try using another 
image (or collage of images) as your 
background instead of a solid color. 

The possibilities are endless, as this 
technique can be used to create all 
kinds of  greeting cards, posters, flyers, 
web graphics, and so much more. 

Until next month folks... Happy 
Valentine’s & Happy Photoshopping!

This article and images contained are Copyright © and courtesy of Dave Seeram.  Please contact the author directly with any questions.
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Assignment: Orange 
For this assignment, our members were asked to photograph the theme “Orange,” a fun but difficult task! There 
were loads of inspiring entries worth checking out in the forums, These were our favourites from the great 
submissions we received: 

top: Photo by: “Debrasue.”  bottom left: Photo by: “tassie Anna.” bottom middle: Photo by: “wcrosman.” bottom Right: Photo by: “cardmnal”.
thank you to all of our photography assignment participants. we look forward to your submissions in our ongoing bi-weekly assignments.

http://www.photographybb.com
http://www.photographybb.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=8675
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Assignment: Transportation 
The theme of the challenge for this round was to photograph a subject related to “transportation.” Once again, 
we had some marvelous entries worth checking out in the forums, These were our favourites from the great 
submissions we received: 

left: Photo by: “dnperfors.”  top Right: Photo by: “Anh vo” bottom Right: Photo by: “mithun saha.”
thank you to all of our photography assignment participants. we look forward to your submissions in our ongoing bi-weekly assignments.

http://www.photographybb.com
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Do you have a 
Great Idea for 

a Photography 
Article?

We are looking for 
talented individuals who 
would like to expand their 
portfolios by volunteering 
to contribute articles to 
this e-magazine! If you are 
interested, we’d love to 
hear from you.

Topics of Interest are:

- Photography Techniques
- Photography on Location
- Photoshop Tutorials
- Hardware / Software Reviews
- Camera Equipment
- Member Spotlight
- Plus we’re open to new ideas!

To become either a regular contributing 
author, or even just for a one-time 
article, please email us at: 

magazine@photographybb.com

Introduce yourself, share your idea, 
and maybe we’ll see you in next 
month’s issue!

Step into the Spotlight!
Would you like to be featured in the PhotographyBB 
Online Spotlight on Member section? If so, please let 
us know at: magazine@photographybb.com

We’ll feature your photos, a small biography and write-
up about you, as well as links to your web gallery or 
photography related business. We all love photography 
and image editing, so let’s get to know each other!

Been Around the World?
We are looking for talented writers who would like 
to share their experiences in visiting far away places, 
or even your home town for that matter. In our 
Photography Around the World column, we take our 
readers on a photographic journey, and we would like 
you to be our tour guide.

If you would like to share your story and photography 
of a city you have visited, please contact us and share 
your idea with our team. We’d love to hear from you!

RSS Updates Available:
There have been some requests for email notifications  
of upcoming issues of the PhotographyBB Magazine 
Online. You can receive updates on the magazine as 
well as our blog postings through our RSS feed which 
can either be aggregated to your feed reader, or 
emailed to your email address. Any of our readers who 
are interested can subscribe here:
http://feeds2.feedburner.com/photographybb

Discounts for Readers:
For those of you who are interested in getting into HDR 
photography, there simply is no better HDR software 
then HDRsoft’s Photomatix Pro, available as a stand 
alone software and as a Photoshop Plugin. Visit:
http://www.photographybb.com/hdr/
and use the coupon code: photographybb.com 
for a special discount. Also, check out the Shop 
PhotographyBB site for links to some great deals on 
cameras and accessories. Best deals on the web!

Thank you for reading the PhotographyBB Online 
Magazine. We hope  you enjoyed it, and we’d love to 
see you again next month. If you have any questions or 
comments for us regarding this magazine, please feel 
free to email us at: magazine@photographybb.com

http://www.photographybb.com

